SCHOOL PROSPECTUS

Mission Statement
Achieving success for life through happiness, harmony and hard work.

· We will create a welcoming, safe and stimulating environment

· We will challenge every member of the school to be successful

· We will develop closer links with parents and the wider community

“They come this way only once so we must litter their pathways with quality experiences.”

Oakfield Junior School caters for pupils between the ages of 7-11 years. The school was built in 1967 within extensive wooden grounds.

Oakfield Junior School is not affiliated to any particular religious denomination.

The school Day

The school day begins at 8.50am. A member of staff is always on the yard from 8.45am onwards.

The children have a morning break of 15 minutes at 10.30 am.

The lunchtime break is from 12.15-1.05pm. Children may choose to bring a packed lunch or to have a school meal. A small number of children go home for lunch. As school meals are not cooked on the premises, one week’s notice is required to change from packed lunch to school dinner and vice-versa.

School closes at 3.20 pm.

Aims Of The School

Statement Of Aims

Our aim is to provide quality experiences in all aspects of school life, so enabling the children to be happy, successful and keen to learn. To help our children grow into young people who are fulfilled and able to make a positive contribution to society.

‘They come this way only once so we should litter their pathways with quality experiences’

We believe that children should develop a happy way of being together; that their self-respect leads to a respect for the rights and needs of other children and adults from their own and other cultures, and for the opposite gender.

We aim to educate the ‘whole child’ by presenting a total experience which is right and relevant to his/her individuality, to foster intellectual, physical, cultural, moral and spiritual development.

We aim to teach a broad and balanced curriculum by carefully planning and delivering the National Curriculum. We assess children’s progress and allow time for reflection and evaluation by teaching staff.

We recognise that change and progress are an important part of everyday life. We aim to equip children to cope and flourish in dealing with the challenge of change.

The Curriculum

The school operates in line with Gateshead LEA Curriculum Policy Statement for 4-19 year olds and within the framework of the National Curriculum.

Twenty-five hours of classroom teaching is given each week.  In addition children spend time in PSHE sessions, a daily act of collective worship and registration periods.  Parents have the right to withdraw their children from RE and collective worship.  Pupils are taught in single age class groups.  They are taught at appropriate levels to reach the specified targets of the National Curriculum.

Generally, the morning is divided into teaching literacy and numeracy, following the DfES frameworks.  A designated time is dedicated to handwriting, spelling and reading.  Children are taught in ability sets for literacy and numeracy.  A variety of teaching styles is employed as and where appropriate.

Afternoon sessions cover the foundation subjects and Science and Modern Foreign Languages.  RE is also taught following the agreed syllabus.  Our school has been awarded Artsmark Silver which recognises the good work produced in art, drama, music and dance.  

Sex education is not taught as a separate subject.  It is incorporated into our health programme.  We hope to create a climate in which children feel able to ask questions and to have those answered by teachers in an appropriate way.

Swimming tuition is available for Year 3 & 4 pupils.

Sporting Aims And Provision

We are committed to the aim of ensuring that our children have the opportunity to acquire basic sports skills, physical fitness and co-ordination as well as experiencing and learning from competitive situations.  Our achievement of Activemark Gold award is evidence of such commitment.

The school’s grounds and playing fields offer opportunity for cross country, orienteering and other sporting activities eg. football, cricket, rugby.

Each class has two hours of PE per week when we develop the six areas of activity outlined in the National Curriculum.  These are: athletics, dance, gymnastics, swimming, outdoor activities and games.  Wherever possible we involve community sports leaders to offer extra coaching expertise eg. basketball and rugby.

Special Educational Needs

The school has recently reviewed its special needs policy, which adheres to the Code of Practice.  Our Special Education Needs Co-ordinator, Miss Langan, ensures that all children with special needs have an appropriate curriculum.  This may occasionally mean extra assistance from a support teacher.  Parents are consulted at every stage of this process.

Discipline

Our school discipline policy operates on a rewards system.  We have merits, achievement cards, ‘good book’ and celebration assemblies.  New parents receive a ‘Behaviour and Bullying’ booklet which outlines expectations within school.

Child Protection

We follow Gateshead LEA guidance on child protection issues.

Homework

The school has a detailed schedule for issuing homework.  All children are expected to read daily, learn spellings and number bonds and tables.  In addition pupils are also given homework tasks appropriate to their age and ability.  We ask for parents’ support in this important home-school partnership.

Extra Curricular Activities

The school offers an extensive range of extra curricular activities.  Children are given the chance of out-of-school clubs.   For example gymnastics, drama, choir, a range of sports, art and a challenge club.

Football coaching is available to all children.  A qualified coach visits the school from 3.30 – 4.15 pm.

Ethos And Values

The school has an agreed behaviour policy based upon reward and sanction.  The school expects children to show mutual respect for all members of the school community.

Our school rules are called a Pyramid of Care.
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Oakfield Junior School

 

Pyramid of Care

 

Education through Enjoyment

 

Reach For The Stars

 

Enjoyment

 

Teamwork

 

Honesty

 

Respect

 

Care

 


In addition each class agrees its own rules at the start of each year.

Attendance

We operate a computerised attendance system.  If your child is absent from school, or is going to be late, we ask you to contact the school by telephone.  We also require a written note on the child’s return.

If you need to take your child from school for any reason we ask you to collect your child from the office.  No child will be allowed to leave unaccompanied during the school day.

Holiday forms are available for parents who need to take their holiday during term-time.  Only 10 school days can be authorised for holidays.  Time over and above this is allowed but we must mark this as an unauthorised absence.  Please try to keep these holidays to a minimum.  

Absence 2004/2005








No of pupils of compulsory school


243




age on roll for at least one session

Percentage of half  day sessions


3.44%




missed through authorised absence

Percentage of half day sessions


0.16%




missed through unauthorised absence

* Attendance figures for the whole year will be available at a later date on
Standard Assessment Tasks

These tables show the percentage of Y6 children achieving level 4 or above nationally in 2005.  

National Test Results % At Level 4 or Above




English
100








Maths

95

Science
96





Total No Pupils 56




% At Level 4 

% At Level 5
% At Level 4
% At Level 3 



or above



English
100


46.40

53.60
 
  0

Maths

95


53.50

41.15

  5.35

Science
96


57.10

39.33

  3.57

Teacher Assessment %
English
91.4



Maths

95


Science
96

Other Curriculum Information

By law schools must make certain information available for viewing by parents or members of the public.  All the documents below are available for viewing in the school:

· Any statutory instruments and circulars sent to school by the DfES

· Any published OfSTED reports on the school

· Any schemes of work and syllabuses in use

· The school’s policies

Uniform

The school uniform is as follows:


Sweatshirt

Royal or Jade  (choice)


Polo Shirt

Royal, Jade or White


Grey Trousers/Skirt


Black School Shoes
(No trainers)

Sweatshirts  are available via the school office.

PE Kit


White T-shirt


Black or Navy Shorts

Jewellery

As from January 2003 Gateshead have adopted a jewellery free policy for PE and games.  The school supports this policy on the grounds of Health & Safety.  Children will not be allowed to participate in any PE or games session if they are wearing any item of jewellery.  Please note staff cannot be responsible for removing or ‘caring for’ items of jewellery or watches.

Parents As Partners

We welcome parents into school at all times.  Many parents help in classrooms, or accompany staff/children on educational visits.

Parents are also seen as being partners in their child’s learning.  Curriculum evenings are regularly held to inform parents of how and what their children are learning.  Three open evenings are also held during the year.  A written report to parents is given during the summer term.

The Oakfield Junior School PTFA meets regularly and organises social and fundraising events.

Gateshead LEA Community and Controlled  Primary Schools 

Admission Policy 2006 
Governing Bodies of community and voluntary controlled schools allocate places at their School using the Local Education Authority’s admissions policy.   The LEA, consult the governing bodies each year about this policy and co-ordinate the admissions to the school for the first year of entry.

The policy is as follows.

· Primary schools will normally only admit children who are between 4 and 11 years old.

· Your child will normally start school at the beginning of the academic years in which they will reach the age of five.  (An academic year lasts from 1 September in one year to 31 August in the following year).

In many schools the first year will include an induction period, (a period for your child to get used to school life).  This period may last from the start of the academic year until no later than the end of the first half term.

· The school’s Governing Body will normally accept pupils up to their agreed Planned Admission Number for the year.

· The school and we will try to offer your child a place in your first-choice school.  However, this may not be possible.

· If there are not enough places available in a school, places will be allocated first to children whose parents have put the school as their first choice.  Among those children they will give priority in the following order.

1. Looked After Children (children in public care and as deemed under Section 22 of the Children Act 1989).

2. Children who live in the school’s catchment area and who will have a brother or sister at the school, or at the feeder junior school during the coming academic year.

3. Other children who live in the school’s catchment area.

4. Other children who will have a brother or sister at the school, or at the feeder junior school during the coming academic year.

5. All other children.

· If the criteria above are not enough to help the Governing Body to decide priority, they will consider the distance pupils live from the school, measured ‘as the crow flies’. Pupils living nearest to the school will have priority.


However, children who would not have priority based on this may be considered if they do not have access to primary education at other schools in the area.

· Governing Bodies have the right to consider individual applications, particularly in cases involving medical or social needs.  This kind of application must be supported in writing by relevant professional agencies.

Looked After Children have particular social needs which Governing Bodies must have regard for.

· The Governing Body will look only at the parent's/guardian's address to decide whether a child lives in the school’s catchment area

· Governing Bodies will keep an up-to-date waiting list if there are more children applying than places available at their school.  

· If places then become available, the school’s Governing Body will consider all relevant applications based on the priority order set out in the Gateshead Co‑ordinated Admission Scheme for Infant, Junior and Primary Schools September 2006.  

· The catchment area for Barley Mow Primary School includes the catchment area for the former George Street Primary School.

· Whickham Parochial Church of England Controlled Primary School will give priority to children living outside the catchment area who have a brother or sister at the school rather than to children living in the school catchment area.  This means that priorities 3 and 4 above are reversed for this particular school.

· Access for children with disabilities

We have made a commitment that, wherever possible children who have disabilities will be educated in their local primary school.  Where possible, the school and we will consider making reasonable adjustments to the building to allow your child to go there. 

If we cannot make the necessary adjustments, we will discuss with you an alternative school that could provide suitable facilities.  If there is not a place available at this alternative school we will still expect the school’s Governing Body to accept your child.
An increasing number of Primary Schools already provide access for children with a range of special needs.  We have plans to continue to increase this number.

· To apply for a place in a reception class for September 2006, you must complete and return your application form to the head teacher of your chosen first preference school by 04 November 2005.
Charging Policy   (Education Act 1996)

1 No charge is made for materials, books or equipment.

2 As part of your child’s education it is the policy of the school to arrange, from time to time, visits during the school day, to places away from the school premises.  When visits require transport and/or admission charges the parent will be invited to contribute to the overall costs.
Complaints

The Headteacher and Class Teacher are always willing at anytime to discuss concerns which Parents or Guardians may have about their child’s education in order to avoid anxiety for both the child and the parent.  In the majority of cases parental concerns are satisfied in this way.

If, however, the discussion with the Headteacher fails to satisfy the Parents or Guardians they are entitled to refer the concern to the Governing Body of the school as a ‘formal’ complaint.  The Parents or Guardians inform the Headteacher who will provide them with the name and address of the clerk to the Governing Body of the school or the Deputy Director.

The complaint must now be put in writing stating:

1 The nature of the complaint

2 The name of the pupil involved

3 The school, class or group to which the pupil belongs

A summary of the Gateshead LEA’s Complaints Procedure, which the school follows, is available from the Headteacher.

