Monday 31st March 2008-04-01
*To show awareness of how and why Hindus celebrate Divali.
What is Divali?

Come and visit my mandir to celebrate a brilliant time of year called Divali. In my mandir we’ll bring Divali to life. Divali is otherwise known as the festival of lights or row of lights based on the story of Rama and Sita to guide them to the palace.

How is it celebrate?
Divali is celebrated by lighting little lamps called divas, sound similar yes it sounds a lot like Christmas but we decorate our houses with lights. It’s not just the houses it’s the roofs, the windows and even the doors.

Why is Divali important to Hindus?

In my mandir Divali is very important. It is so important to us because it is a time to celebrate new year and new beginnings. It’s also a good time to pray to the goddess Lakshmi, Lakshmi is the hindu goddess of prosperation and good luck and you never know if you pray to her you might even get blessed. And your lottery numbers might just come up if she thinks you deserve it.
What will you see in the Temple (Mandir)?

In the mandir you will see the murti (The statues of the gods and goddesses) in my mandir it’s organised like this:

To the right there is Ganesh Shiva and Krishna

To the left there is Hanuman and Gita

At the bottom is Rama and Durga

And at the top are videos

When is Divali?
Divali is celebrated in October or November and it goes on for 5 days. If you look on your hindu calendar you might just find it!

Worship (Puja)   

You don’t just have to come in October and November come any time any day. So here is what happens in the worship (Puja):

First I will offer the flame to the deities this is to wake them up, because they get put in a dark room and the flame is like the sun that wakes us up.

Secondly the chauri (The whisk) is waved, this is to cleanse the air around them.

Next the deities and the worshippers will receive the arti-flame, we here light divas and place our hands over the flame and then move them to our foreheads. This is to show the blessing of Brahma is being received.

Then the bell will be rang by, why? To tell the deities the worshippers are here. 

And guess what you even get a tikka mark to symbolise that you took part in the puja service.

Then the ceremony is coming to an end but before everyone leaves we will bow and offer money to the gods!
SO DONT FORGET IF YOU COME TO MY MANDIR ALL THIS HAPPENS!

