Dear Parents






7 November 2008

NUFC Attendance & Punctuality Initiative
We are setting an attendance and punctuality initiative which will begin on Monday 10 November.  The names of all children who attend school every day, are at school all day and arrive on time every day will be entered into a draw with the prize being a pair of tickets for the Newcastle v Stoke game on Saturday, December 6.  This is a very exciting offer to encourage and motivate pupils and we are grateful to Newcastle United Football Club for their generous support.
Remembrance

On Tuesday, 11 November Year 6 children will be going to the War Memorial on Low Fell, across the road from Somerfield’s.  Parents are welcome to come along for 10.50 am and join us in singing a couple of hymns, a prayer and watching some the children lay the memorial wreath.  I look forward to seeing you then.

Extended School Consultation

In October I asked parents to respond to a short questionnaire about extended school provision.  I have received 17 replies.  I have summarised the responses below.

1 Referral systems that school could be seen to signpost are:

Joseph Swan

Mental Health Websites

Health & Well being contacts

Mentoring System

Tutor referrals for specific subjects

2 Learning opportunities for parents in school could be:

Musical instrument class that a parent could do with child

ICT (our recent e-safety workshop only attracted 15 parents)

Curriculum workshops (dates for maths workshops already sent out)

Parents working alongside children in class

3 After school clubs that I would like to see the possibility of are:

Music

Sport*

Drama*
Craft*

Cookery*
Science

Foreign Language

Reading
Homework
Computer*
Activ8
Extra English/maths*
Traditional Games i.e. hopscotch

Chess
  
*denotes what we already do

4 Possible ways of funding clubs could be:

Parent contributions

Vary parent contribution/free – prices are reasonable

Sponsorship i.e. sponsored spell, non-uniform day 

Fundraising i.e. raffles, disco

Council funding – not available

Lottery grants – anyone wishing to apply on behalf of school is welcome
5 Possible ways of funding enrichment activities such as visits

Parent contributions

Perhaps pay a weekly amount to spread the cost, Oakfield Bank account

Parent nights to fund raise e.g. quiz nights, bingo nights

Fundraising e.g. cake selling


Car boot sale

The majority of comments said choice of clubs was extensive, parents happy to pay for visits, clubs etc.  One comment said “…child had well rounded education and are happy with extended school curriculum…”

Maths Workshops For Parents
In a previous newsletter I informed you of two dates:

Monday 10 November 3.30-4.30 Maths Strategies for Y3 parents

Tuesday 25 November 4.30-5.30 Percentages, fractions and decimals workshop for all parents.

Please could you complete the attached reply slip if you will be attending.  
Thank you!

Shoebox Appeal
Due to lack of storage space in school please can you hold on to your shoe boxes.  We will accept shoe boxes on 21 and 24 November.
Cakes for Signing

Our Learning to Sign week went exceptionally well.  Yet again the generosity of parents was overwhelming.  We managed to raise £169.95.  Thank you very much.

Please remember if you have any queries or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

H J Gladstone

Headteacher

Reply Slip
Maths Workshops For Parents

· I   /   We*  will be attending the Year 3 Maths Workshop
· I   /    We* will be attending the Maths Workshop for all parents
Name of Child ________________________________  Class ___________

Signature of Parent/Guardian ____________________________________
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Reply Slip
Guess The Colour of The Newsletter

I think the colour of the next newsletter will be ______________________
Name __________________________________  Class _______________
