Dear Parents







7 January 2011

A very Happy New Year to all of the Oakfield Junior School community!  I hope you have all had an enjoyable Christmas and I would like to wish you all the very best for 2011.

I’ve had a wonderful maternity leave and have thoroughly enjoyed being a mammy to both my daughter who started a local school in September and my not so little baby boy.  The lead up to my return, I must admit made me rather nervous and anxious, but the warm welcome I have received from so many of you has actually overwhelmed me.  It has been such a pleasure seeing the many happy children in class and made me think what was I worried for.  Thank you so very much to all of you.
Whilst on maternity leave I came across a wonderful resource that is somewhat under used.  Chowdene Children’s Centre, not only has brand new resources and facilities, but also many activities that are free. For example baby massage, a toddler group etc. Daisy and I regularly attended Little Learners on a Thursday and I was amazed at what was actually offered free of charge.  I have also used their toy library where all toys and games are brand new and can be borrowed for a cost of about 50 pence.  I borrowed some outdoor games for Ted’s christening and there was enough there for a whole school sports afternoon all of which had to be unpacked as it was brand new.  There is a vast array which is well worth investigating.  I can’t urge you enough to go and explore this free facility, which is for the Low Fell community (Tel No 4335051)
e-saftey
Mrs McCormack, who is now a Local Authority trainer in e-safey, has been working with all children and talking to them about their use of the internet at home.  She has been astonished at the knowledge and experiences all year groups have of facebook, Bebo, x-boxlive and games such as Call of Duty and how to report abuse on line.   To share this with you and how to help you to protect your child online whilst helping them to enjoy computer use safely, Mrs McCormack would like to host an e-safety session. In the past we have held workshops during the day and at 5 o’clock ish and we would like to know the best time for a healthy turn out.  Please complete the reply slip so we can accommodate as many people as possible.  Thank you.

Reading Workshop

Thank you to all the parents who braved the cold yesterday and attended both of our reading workshops.  Attached is an information leaflet that was given out yesterday.
School Website
Our website is currently being updated and modified by the Local Authority so if you have problems viewing it please be patient.

The diary for 2011 is already beginning to fill up fast.  I am looking forward to working with parents I already know once more and meeting and working with new parents.  If you would like to discuss anything or just come and meet me please feel free to ring and make an appointment or catch me at the gate as I try to be there every day no matter what the weather.

Yours sincerely

H J Gladstone

Headteacher
Reply Slip

e-safety Session for Parents
· I would prefer a 2.30 pm ish session 
· I would prefer a 5.00 pm ish session

Name of Child ____________________________________  Class ___________

Signature _________________________________________________________




 Parent/Guardian/Carer

OAKFIELD JUNIOR SCHOOL

Date


Time

Event
January

Monday 17

3.20 – 4.15
Rock Solid re-starting

Wednesday 19



Linda Robinson from the LA working in Year 6






Drugs Education

Friday 21

8.30 -4.00
Year 6 Parents’ Consultation

February

Tuesday 1

4.00-6.00
Years 4 & 5 Mini Basketball Tournament
Thursday 3



One Year 4 and one Year 5 class to Heworth CLC

Friday 4

1.00 – 3.00
Year 5/6 Tri Golf tournament

Thursday 10

9.00 am
Parent Forum

Friday 11



Lego Robotics competition for some Year 5 children

Tuesday 15



Parents’ Evening
Wednesday 16



Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 16

1.00-4.00
Year 5/6 Mini Hockey tournament

Friday 18



Break up for Half Term

Monday 28



Return from Half Term






One Y3 and ne Year 6 class to Heworth CLC

March

Monday 7



One Year 3 and one Year 6 to Heworth CLC

Tuesday 15

6.30-8.30 pm
Dance Festival at The Sage Gateshead

Thursday 17



One Year 4 one Year 5 to Heworth CLC

April

Wednesday 13             pm
Easter ‘Eggstravaganza’ – Parents welcome to join their child to be creative and decorate an/egg

Thursday 14

pm

Orchestra performance for parents

Friday 15



Break up for Easter
Clubs notification will be sent as these commence.  

The Easter ‘Eggstravaganza’  replaces family assemblies this term.

A disco is currently being organised.
