6 November 2009

Dear Parents

Dates

November
Tuesday 10
Open Morning

Wednesday 11
Remembrance Service at Low Fell War Memorial – Y6
Wednesday 18
5 Maple/6Cedar Heworth CLC – Packed Lunch Required 

Friday 20
Author visit in school – Sally Nicholls – details to follow

Monday 23
Show Racism The Red Card – Year 6

Tuesday 24
School council to visit Mayor’s Chamber at Gateshead Council

Wednesday 25
5Willow/6Birch Heworth CLC - Packed Lunch Required
Thursday 26
Allan Fuller Headteacher Joseph Swan leading our assembly

Friday 27
French Music Workshop – 4 Pine at Joseph Swan – details to follow

w/c 23 November
Last week for all extra curricular clubs
December
Thursday 3
Rewards Thro’ Sport – 40 children from across school rewarded for improvements in work, good attitude, good manners, commitment to PE.  These children visit Joseph Swan and join in trampolining, rock climbing etc.

Tuesday 8          9.30 am
Christmas Production for Year 3 Parents

Wednesday 9     9.30 am
Christmas Production for Year 4 Parents

Thursday 10       9.30 am
Christmas Production for Year 5 Parents

Friday 11           9.30 am
Christmas Production for Year 6 Parents

Friday 11
Christmas Lunch

Monday 14         pm
Year 3 Party

Tuesday 15         pm
Year 4 Party

Wednesday 16    pm
Year 5 Party

Thursday 17        pm
Year 6 Party

Thursday 17       pm
Y3 & 4 to visit Gateshead Town Hall to see :

‘The Last Snow Rider’

Last Day of Term and Early Finish

Friday, 18 December is our last day of 2009 at school.  To send the children and yourselves away with a festive feel we will be having Carols under The Veranda at 1.45 pm.  This will last approximately 30 minutes.  After this, to toast you ‘Best Wishes’ there will be mulled wine and mince pies available in the school hall for parents.  You are then free to collect your child and start your Christmas holidays early.  
Safeguarding Children

Latest advice hot off the press from Ofsted is that all school gates should now be LOCKED, where there is access to children.  Apparently a school failed its Ofsted last week because a vehicle was not parked in a designated area.  Due to yet more strong advice from Health & Safety, the following will be implemented from Monday:
The school gates leading from Chowdene Bank will be padlocked from 9.00 am until 3.00 pm.  This means access to school can only be gained through the main gates.  
To safeguard pedestrians walking to and from the infants from traffic, the main school gates will be closed from 8.45 am until 9.00am and again from 3.10 until 3.30 pm.  

If children are late please do not drive into school at 9.00 am, nor allow them to walk down the drive alone as this is not a pedestrian access at present.  Please escort your child.
On a site that was not designed for 2009 Health & Safety and Ofsted red tape, I am trying to do the best I can to comply with new safeguarding procedures.  I certainly don’t want to fail an Ofsted, for cars entering the grounds and not parking correctly.  Your co-operation is greatly appreciated. (At least we are ahead of the game with Parent Volunteers having all necessary new checks in place).

Family ICT Club
From the recent ICT Questionnaire, 43 parents expressed an interest in a family ICT Club.  This will commence Wednesday 11th from 3.20 - 4.15 pm and will be trialled for 3 weeks.  The idea is parents and children can come along and use school ICT facilities for homework, research etc.  A member of staff will be on hand if help is required.  It is not a taught club, but a free session to help with anyone who has technology difficulties at home.  If you are interested in accessing this facility please collect a form from the office on Monday or download a form from the website, so we know how many parents will be attending.  This is for parents and children, not children alone.
Lost Property

3 sweatshirts have been left behind at Mr Thompson’s Friday football club.  A blue age 9-10, a green age 9-10 and a green age11-12.

Special School  Meals Menu
The School Council and children have worked very hard in implementing 2 special menus for school lunch for next Tuesday and Wednesday, 10 & 11 November.  If your child would like to have school lunch on these days, please send in the dinner money on Monday.  Thank you.
Yours sincerely

H J Gladstone

Headteacher
