Dear Parents






5 November 2010

Remembrance Day. 
As usual on Remembrance Day, Thursday, 11 November, Year 6 pupils will be joining the citizens of Low Fell and other schools at the War Memorial.  Parents and friends of Oakfield are invited to join the children at the memorial at 10.40 am.  The Worshipful Mayor of Gateshead will also attend.  The children will sing prior to the 2 minutes silence.  Pupils back at school will also observe the silence.

Sale of Poppies
Poppies will be on sale in school from Monday 8 November at a cost of 20 pence.

Stolen Bikes
Our local Community Police have called into school just to warn us that there appears to be a spate of bike thefts in our area.  Please make sure your children lock up their bikes if they leave them ‘parked up’.  We are hoping that after Christmas, we can arrange for the police to come into school and identity mark children’s bikes.  We will let you know at a later date if this is possible.
Christmas Production
After one or two parent questions, can I just re-iterate the arrangements for the Christmas productions.  It is a whole school production. Children from every year group have acting parts and all children are part of the chorus. Year 3 parents are invited to come and see it on Tuesday 7 December, Year 4 parents to come on Wednesday 8 December, Year 5 parents to come on Thursday 9 December and Year 6 parents to come on Friday 10 December.  We do this to save time on distributing tickets and so no one misses out due to the size of our hall.

Parent Forum Meeting – Monday 15 November @ 2.30 pm
The next Parent Forum which you are all invited to will take place on the above date.  Please see the reply slip below.

School Meals
We have now received the new school meals menu.  Your child has been given a copy to bring home.

School Meals Theme Day – Wednesday, 24 November 2010
Your child has also been given a Harry Potter flier to bring home.  This is informing you about an upcoming theme day arranged by the School Meals Service.  Please return your slip to book a place as early as possible.  Many thanks.

Packed Lunches
Over the past weeks, I have seen children delve into packed lunches which consisted of cakes, biscuits and chocolate but no sandwiches, no fruit, no yoghurt.
I need to ask you not to send in crisps, chocolate or biscuits as part of children’s packed lunches.  We do have many parents who are trying really hard to support our healthy eating campaign and it seems really unfair to their children when another child opens their lunch box of ‘goodies’.    Please, please, please try and help me and other parents in providing a balanced packed lunch.  I do know some schools that have completely banned chocolate and cake and if it is found it goes in the bin!!  I don’t want to do this, as I believe everything should be in moderation. As part of the nutritional standards for schools, schools now have a duty to ensure that all food eaten on the premises is healthy and the one area I find really difficult to tick the box with is packed lunches.  Thank you for your help with this.
e-safety Meeting – Tuesday, 16 November at 2.45 pm
Mrs McCormack, our ICT Co-ordinator, has organised the above session for parents.  Children are increasingly accessing the internet, emails, YouTube, facebook, msn and various other messaging services and in their innocence quite often do not see the dangers of these things.  The Authority has worked very closely with schools to ensure that children of all ages access such programmes safely and Mrs McCormack has undergone this training.  As most children access the above messaging services at home we would like to share some important safety messages with you.  A programme called ThinkUKknow aims to deliver hard, but realistic messages about what your child could be doing on the computer without you knowing.  The above session will be delivered by Mrs McCormack and is a must if your child accesses a computer at home.  I do hope you will be able to come along and no doubt have your eyes opened.  In light of all of this, our school website continues to have a report abuse button.  If you would like to attend this meeting please complete the reply slip below and return it to school as soon as possible so that we have an idea of the numbers attending.  Thank you!
Vacancy for Lunchtime Supervisory Assistant
We are currently advertising for a Lunchtime Supervisor of children.  If you know anyone who is interested please see Gateshead Council website.

… And finally some happy news!  Miss Tully has announced that she is expecting her first child in the Spring.  Congratulations!
Yours sincerely

M J Thompson

Acting Headteacher

Reply Slip

Parent Forum – Monday, 15 November at 2.30 pm

· I will be attending the above meeting

· I will not be able to attend the above meeting

Any issues or concerns that you would like to be raised:

Name of Child _______________________________  Class __________

Signature ___________________________________________________________



Parent/Guardian/Carer
Reply Slip

e-safety Meeting – Tuesday, 16 November at 2.45 pm

· I   /   We  will be attending the above meeting
Name of Child _________________________________  Class ________

Signature ___________________________________________________



Parent/Guardian/Carer
