4 December 2009

Dear Parents












Christmas Performances

Each performance will start at 9.30 am and last approx 45 minutes.  The theme is Christmas No 1’s and each year group are performing the Number 1’s from a different decade.   I look forward to seeing you all next week.

School Meals Christmas Lunch

Christmas Lunch will be served in school on Friday 11 December.  If you would like your child to stay please send in dinner money on Monday price £1.80 in a dinner envelope.  All children are welcome even if they don’t normally stay.
Christmas Parties

If anyone still has to send in their 50 pence please do so next week.  Money will be totalled for each year group and a cost per head divided among the children.  Any parents who wish to help at the parties and have CRB clearances please let me know.
Carol Singing
Year 4 are Carol Singing at Low Fell Library on Tuesday 8 December at 1.15 pm.  Parents are welcome to come along and join us.
Reindeer Food

A parent has asked if her children can sell little bags of reindeer food next week.  Each bag is 30 pence and funds raised are for Windy Nook Methodist Church.  

Sewing Experts

A long time ago a parent made a craftwork piece to cover the back of the school piano.  This is looking a little bit tired.  I wondered if anybody out there not only had good ideas but also had the skills and expertise to put the ideas into reality, to create a new cover for the back of the piano.  If anyone thinks they can help do this in the new year please let me know. 

Pupil Questionnaires

Children completed questionnaires and the following comments were made:

What School Does Well: feel safe, caring staff, friendship, lessons, rewards, ICT, Healthy Tuck Shop, visits, clubs, PE, school is fun.
What Needs to be Improved:  yard, boys’ toilets, more visits, more playtime.
Parent Questionnaires

Thank you to all the parents who responded.  There were 70 responses, so on the results listed below I have rounded the figures and one response is worth 1.42%.

	
	Agree
	Disagree
	Not sure/
don’t know

Left blank

	My child enjoys school
	97%
	0%
	3%

	The school keeps my child safe
	96%
	1%
	3%

	The school informs me about my child’s progress
	98%
	1%
	1%

	My child is making enough progress at this school
	93%
	3%
	4%

	The teaching is good at this school
	98%
	1%
	1%

	The school helps me to support my child’s learning
	98%
	1%
	1%

	The school helps my child to have a healthy lifestyle
	100%
	0%
	0%

	The school makes sure that my child is well prepared for the future (for example, changing year group, changing school, and for children who are finishing school, entering further or higher education, or entering employment)
	98%
	0%
	3%

	The school meets my child’s particular needs
	97%
	0%
	3%

	The school deals effectively with unacceptable behaviour
	94%
	1%
	5%

	The school takes account of my suggestions and concerns 
	98%
	1%
	1%

	The school is led and managed effectively
	96%
	0%
	4%

	Overall, I am happy with my child’s experience at this school
	99%
	0%
	0%


For parents who have ticked disagree, please come and see me or talk to me so we can try to best sort out any issues or problems.  Please don’t leave issues until the next questionnaire, I would rather know about them now.  If you have any good suggestions on how to improve they will be warmly received.  If I don’t know there is a problem I can’t do anything about it.
Issues Raised

What School Does Well: facilities, teaching, clubs, well-mannered children, diverse curriculum, children academically challenged, extra support provided, Head Teacher has a no-nonsense approach to discipline, school meets individual needs, happy friendly environment, approachable staff.

What School Could Do Better:  more information as to how to help with subjects at home, more school meals like the School Council devised, more optional homework, staff not to jump to conclusions when things go wrong, inform new parents of requirements ie school times, uniform etc.

Farewell
At the end of this term Miss Batey will be leaving Oakfield to commence a Year 4 teaching position in Morpeth.  Miss Batey has been a breath of fresh air at Oakfield with her enthusiasm, cheerfulness and caring nature.  I know the Year 3 in particular will be very disappointed.  On Monday, 3 Elm will meet their new teacher Miss Hardman, who I am sure they will grow to love just as much as Miss Batey.

If anyone has any queries, questions or compliments please feel free to speak to me.
Yours sincerely

H J Gladstone

Headteacher
