3 July 2009

Dear Parents

Recent Events

We have had a very successful Enterprise Week, where each year group took part in different workshops linked to the world of work.  Workshops included making bath bombs, being a travel agent, finding out about being a Radiographer, working with animals to name a few.

Children have also enjoyed our week of sport, demonstrating not only excellent skills but also good sportsmanship and teamwork.

Parent Questionnaires

Thank you for returning a recent questionnaire about recent school improvement.  

Things That School Does Well – visits, clubs, inter-school events, communication with parents, rewards, praise, discipline, recognising achievement, varied and interesting range of activities, good atmosphere, good rapport between parents, teachers and children, teaching, staff care about children’s welfare, assemblies, extended curriculum, well-organised, happy children, takes parents seriously, makes learning fun, challenges children, children treated with respect and admiration, leadership, high expectations, consultation with parents.
Things That School Could Do Better – review spellings, homework, dinner system, parent gossip at the gate, get parents involved in fundraising, more notice for sporting events, parent workshops on Maths and English, school run holiday clubs, make trips affordable.
From September I will not insist on a set pattern for school/packed lunch.  However, I must still ask for school dinner money to be paid each Monday and not on a daily basis.  

Many schools in Gateshead have a higher proportion of free school meals than Oakfield.  Schools in less affluent areas manage to attract disadvantaged funding from the government (this really annoys me!!).  Such schools therefore manage to heavily subsidise visits, building projects etc etc.  I agree with a parent’s comment that perhaps the government think that because our school is in a nice area with working parents and very few free school meals we are deemed as rich.  Quite the opposite, our school is in fact much worse off than schools in areas of high deprivation (get me off my soap box).
Pupil Questionnaires

Things That School Does Well – teachers, friends, PE, clubs, visits, break times, ICT, football, lessons, Enterprise Week, it is clean, celebration assemblies, DT week, One World Week, rewards.

Things That School Could Do Better – have an afternoon break, have longer playtimes, have a flat yard, have swings and slides on the yard, have no homework, have individual desks with drawers, have pets in classrooms, improve boys’ toilets.

Sports Day

Next Friday, 10 July, will be our annual sports day – weather permitting.  The morning activities will be non-competitive where all children take part in a carousel of events.  Parents are welcome to stay and have a picnic on the field or if they wish a school lunch.  Prior notice is needed for a school lunch, so please complete the reply slip and return on Monday morning.  The afternoon will be competitive events.  Children are currently taking part in heats within their classes.  Sports afternoon will be just the finals of these events so not all children will be taking part.  I look forward to seeing you next Friday.
Staffing

Miss Graham will sadly be leaving Oakfield at the end of this term.  She is taking up a new post at Ryton Comprehensive.  We will all miss, Miss Graham’s dedication to sport and commitment to Oakfield.  I hope you will help in ensuring her final two weeks are happy, so she can leave with many fond memories of the Oakfield family.

Mrs McCormack is expecting a baby and will probably commence maternity leave mid October.  Up until she leaves Mrs McCormack will be a third Y6 teacher, splitting the year group into 3 and therefore massively improving teacher:child ratio.  Such input will be a great boost for learning.
Miss Ireland’s contract finishes in July, however she will return in September to carry out specialist 1:1 tuition in Year 6.  This will take place until she also leaves to go on maternity leave.

End of Year Reports

Your child will bring home their End of Year Report on Wednesday, 8 July.  If you would like to discuss any part of the report you will be given the opportunity to meet with the class teacher on Monday, 13 July from 2.00 pm.

Yours sincerely

H J Gladstone

Headteacher
Urgent - Reply needed by Monday 6 July am
Sports Day – Friday, 9 July 2009

Lunch Arrangements

· If your child normally stays for a school lunch and would like to bring a packed lunch instead on this day – please tick here
· If your child normally stays for school lunch and you would also like to join them  – please tick here and enclose £2.30 with this slip for an adult meal

I am really sorry, but all orders must be placed on Monday morning, so regretfully if your meal is not booked then we will be unable to add on orders later in the week.

If you have any queries concerning the above please do not hesitate to ring the school office.

Name of Child ______________________________  Class _________
Signature _________________________________________________




Parent/Guardian/Carer

