3rd February 2012

Dear Parents

Well done to Daniel Costello from 3 Elm for guessing the colour of the newsletter!
Parents Evening

You should now have your appointment for next weeks parents evening. Please get in contact if you are unable to make the designated time and we will see if it can be       rearranged.
Clubs

The following clubs will still go ahead next week; 

Rock Solid

Monday

Gymnastics

Wednesday

Cookery

Thursday

 Journalism

Thursday

Dance


Friday

This means that there is no booster club on any day.

Parent Maths Café

Just to remind you that the maths café is on Wednesday 29th February. The theme for this is fractions, decimals and percentages. Please complete the reply slip at the bottom if you wish to attend and have not returned a reply slip.

Half Term Football

We have some leaflets available from the office if you would like to know more about some football courses that are taking place in Gateshead during the holidays.

School Website Address

Can I remind parents that the school website address is www.oakfieldjunior.org. Should you miss newsletters, want to view curriculum updates or look at policies this is the place to find them. I will start to put trip letters on as well so if you cannot find the letter you are looking for,  this resource will help.
Uniform

If you would like to order any uniform for your child, forms are available from the school office and the last day to hand your order in is Thursday 9th February.

Parent Forum – Thursday 2nd February 2012  

Thank you to those that attended and those suggestions sent in absence. Below is a synopsis of the discussions with actions where appropriate.

	
	Issue
	Action

	School Lunches
	There is not a great choice of food on some days.

There seems to be a variance between the infant and junior schools.

Could there be larger potions for older pupils?
	Most of the time the advertised meal on the school menu is what is served. The kitchen prepares meals for the number of children who book a meal. Sometimes the last year group to go down finds that the more popular elements have gone (e.g. Baked potato or Cheese and biscuits etc) that’s why we rota the year group order for lunch.

Both schools should have exactly the same food as they follow exactly the same menu. School Meals Service will monitor this.

School Meals Service position is that all pupils pay the same so should receive the same.

	Packed Lunches
	That there are not tables available for most children to use, instead they sit on benches with their packed lunch. 
	This is a question that has come up from time to time. We will look at what is on the market table wise for pupils. Anything suitable must be within budget but also, and more importantly, be easy to store as our hall is small and is already used as a library, PE, assembly, meeting area etc; Any extra items mustn’t compromise floor space for PE activities such as gymnastics.

	Bullying
	If a parent felt an incident that has been dealt with by the class teacher rears again then who can they then approach? 
	If this is the case please feel that it is appropriate to contact myself as Head of School. I will make this clearer in the Anti-Bullying Policy.

	Homework
	Sometimes pupils don’t feel their homework is appreciated by the class teacher. 
	Although homework in most instances is not formally marked, it is used for small tests and games (phonics, tables) or as a discussion point (English, Maths). Staff do have a range of rewards that they can give to reward completed work (stamps, merits, good book). Where work is not completed regularly a standard letter should be sent home to inform parents. Although we do encourage the completion of homework it is not deemed compulsory so we thank parents for their support at home!

	Library
	Should children have a school library book as well as the home reader?
	Yes. As well as the home reader at the appropriate level all pupils once a fortnight have the chance to borrow a book from the school library.

	Year 6 SAT’s
	Why the change from using the hall to administer the test?
	A number of reasons really. Some children find it daunting, less so in the classroom, It makes the space unusable for other activities during these 8 days and the issue of transporting 60 tables and chairs down two flights of stairs. We are one of the few schools who still did this and felt it would be appropriate to look at the merits of using the classrooms for the tests.

	Timing of Forums
	Could they be outside of the working day.
	I will look at alternative times. The next meeting will be a 5pm start. Some will be early morning instead. You can still send thoughts and ideas on the reply slip for discussion even if you cannot attend.

	Children Shaking Hands
	That school forces children to be friends and shake hands
	No one is forced into either. We obviously encourage friendship and harmony between peers and the shake of hands can lead to closure after incidents occur, but no one is forced to.


Reply slip

Maths Cafe

Wednesday 29th February

· I/We will be attending the Maths Workshop.
Name of Child _______________________________________________ Class ____

Signature of Parent/Guardian _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Reply Slip

Guess the Colour of the Newsletter

· I think the colour of the next newsletter will be ____________________________

· Name __________________________________ Class _____________________
