3 April 2009

Dear Parents

Book Fair

We raised £451.66 from the school Book Fair.  This money has helped to purchase new books for home readers. Year 6 have been working extremely hard in stamping and processing the new books and much excitement has been created.

Football

Tonight was the last Years 3 & 4 football session.  After Easter Mr Thompson will notify you as to when team practices will commence.

Booster

All Booster classes are now finished and will not continue after Easter.

Parent Questionnaire

Attached is a summary of the responses from our recent questionnaire.  Thank you to everyone who returned the form.  All comments are valued.  If I don’t know there is a problem I can’t do anything about it.  Thank you.

And Finally….

Spring has crept up on us without us really noticing.  The summer term looms with many activities planned.  Thank you yet again for your support in helping our school run smoothly this term.  I hope you all have an enjoyable Easter break, eat lots of Easter eggs and manage to catch some rays of sunshine somewhere.  See you all Monday, 20th April.  

Yours sincerely
H J Gladstone

Headteacher

Parent Questionnaire to find out how we can improve March 2009
Thank you for the responses returned     Here is a summary of the points raised

Please tell me what you think school does well

Provides secure and caring environment

Regular feedback on academic performance

Recognising children’s achievements

Happy children

Lots of extra curricular

Newsletter gives weekly updates

Children who need extra help quickly identified and given support

Staff friendly and approachable
Teachers know the children very well and how to get the best out of the child
Exploring different cultures

Praise – merits, good book stamp cards etc

Interesting lessons

Educational visits

High expectations

School well presented and welcoming and calm
Classrooms always colourful and friendly

Inclusive pastoral care
Children and parents listened to

Sport

Transition arrangements from Y2-Y3

Staff encourage positive behaviour

Organisation of school

Encourages children

Good use of ICT

Education sessions for parents
What suggestions do you have that you think school could do to operate even better?

More notice for trips/visits etc


No waiting lists for clubs or music lessons


Peer massage

Continue to invite parents into school

Picnic benches on the yard

Homework – explanations for parents

Monitoring of library book exchange

Reinstate spelling tests

Request parents to move further into yard in the morning so there is no “jam” at the gate 
All parents evenings to be later in the evening

Notice of when child’s assembly is taking place

Leap from infants to juniors is massive and high expectations have been a shock

Flexibility on choice of days for school meals
Perhaps a school run breakfast club or after school club that was free to parents
More male teachers
How I can address some of the above issues

Dates of assemblies are given in first newsletter of a term and published onto school website

Letters for visits etc to be handed out sooner

Review spelling system during the summer term

Ask parents to come into yard and wait along the wall

Review library system during summer term

Waiting lists for clubs etc ???????  Any suggestions?
Perhaps some fund raising for more picnic benches

In a through Primary School there is no leap or even jump from Infant to Junior.  You just move from class to class

Parents’ evenings will continue to be varied to accommodate as many people as possible

Peer massage is an option if we are trained by Gateshead LA 

Homework to be monitored during the summer term

I try to employ the best person for the job at the time regardless of gender

Not quite sure how I could fund a breakfast club or after school club with little cost and also in direct competition with Lamesley 

Any other suggestions to help me address these issues are welcome.

