27th January 2012

Dear Parents
Parking
It was with horror that my attention was drawn to the parking on Chowdene Bank and side streets around school on Wednesday evening. My immediate thoughts, and those of the parents around me, were that there was an accident waiting to happen due to thoughtless parking. 

I have been on to both the community police and traffic warden section of highways management and asked both to take a firm hand on illegal and irresponsible parking and dropping off. By this we mean;

· Any vehicle stopped on the hashed markings that indicate street corners.

· Any vehicle that has mounted the pavement and blocked access for double buggies or peoples driveways.

· Any vehicle mounting the pavement so the front end causes a danger to pedestrians.
I know there is a small space opposite school that does not restrict parking but, as Brian rightly points out, anyone stopping there restricts the vision for both buses and large vehicles who do need longer to stop especially on damp hilly roads. Just think it could be your child affected!

As has been stated we do have an agreement with the Gold Medal and Thomas Wilson Club (with permit available from school office) for parents to use the car parks responsibly at the start and end of the day.

Road Crossing Patrol Update

Gateshead Council have informed me that the future of this service is to be discussed at the Councils Cabinet on 28th February 2012. Although consultation is now closed if you have any further thoughts please contact road safety to air your views. I will let you know of any further updates as I receive them. 

OFSTED

As you are aware our inspection was completed earlier this week. At this time we are unable to inform parent of the findings until formal moderation has taken place. Once it has we will make you aware of this.

Basic Skills Award

We are overjoyed to have been awarded the Basic Skills Quality Mark for the fourth time. This is on recognition of our high quality provision in the skills of speaking, reading, writing, maths and ICT, and their impact across all of school life.

Uniform
If you would like to order any uniform for your child, forms are available from the school office from Monday. The last day to hand your order in is Thursday 9th February.
Guess the Colour of the Newsletter
For the second week running (No cheating-honest, it was drawn by Olivia Binns in Y6) James Austin of 3Elm is the winner. Well done again James! If you would like to guess the colour of the newsletter for next week complete the reply slip and return it to school.
Holiday Dates
	
	From
	To
	Half Term hols

	Autumn Term
	Monday

3

September 2012
	Friday

21

December 2012
	29 October- 2 November  2012

	Spring Term
	Monday

7

January 2013
	Thursday

28

March 2013
	18-22 February 2013

	Summer Term
	Monday

15

April 2013
	Friday
19
July 2013
	27-31 May 2013
(inc 1 bank hol 27th May)


All dates are inclusive

In addition to the above dates, schools will be closed to pupils on Friday 29 March 2013 and Monday 6 May 2013 (Bank Holiday).

Two days within the above terms are to be used for professional development. These dates are to be determined and agreed by individual school governing bodies. 

In addition, one occasional day within the Summer Term 2013 is to be utilised for the purpose of closure for possible election purposes, this day to be used near the end of the summer term.  

The start of the Autumn Term 2013 is proposed as Monday 2nd September 2013.

Yours sincerely

MJ Thompson

Acting Headteacher
_____________________________________________________________________
Reply Slip
Guess the Colour of the Newsletter

· I think the colour of the next newsletter will be ____________________________

· Name __________________________________ Class _____________________
