24 October 2008

Dear Parents
We have made it to the end of our first half term!  As you can imagine it has passed us by very quickly due to all the different activities the children have been involved in.  This week has been a very exciting One World Week.  Children have participated in Gum Boot dancing, African drumming, a Chinese experience, Judo, Art, language tuition, Brazilian Futsal, Bollywood dancing (including Mr Thompson), cooking and some even watched a traditional Indian dance.  Despite the cost of approximately £1,000 all of these activities have helped to enrich and raise awareness of the multi cultural world in which we live.  Money well spent I am sure you will agree.
The winner of The Guess the Colour of the Newsletter is Emma Frazer of Birch.  Well done Emma!
e-safety

On Wednesday evening, a representative from the LA delivered an eye opening presentation to parents about protecting children when on the Internet.  The three main messages were the following:  the Internet can be fun, how parents and children can stay in control of the Internet and what to do if things go wrong.   This includes cyber bullying as well as extreme cases.  
How To Protect Your Kids Online?

The brief messages from the presentation are:

Visit www.thinkuknow.co.uk and www.ceop.gov.uk
Know what your children are doing online and on their mobiles.  Keep the computer in a family room, not in the child’s bedroom.  Help your child understand never to give out personal details to online friends.  Help your child understand that people lie online.  When children are using Bebo, HotelHabo etc ensure you have clicked the privacy button, which is accessed through settings.   Also watch out for abbreviations such as asl (which means someone is asking for the age, sex and location of the person on line), pos (which means watch what you are saying as parent on shoulder) and pir (watch what you are saying online as parent in room).  These change frequently.
All children will receive specialist lessons on keeping themselves safe in November.

For Year 6 children there is a leaflet attached.
Maths Workshops 
Monday 10 November 3.30-4.30 pm Year 3 parents are welcome to come along and learn about the Maths strategies we teach in school.

Tuesday 25 November 4.30-5.30 pm.  All parents are welcome to come along and find out about percentages, fractions and decimals.  

Forthcoming Sports Final Events

High 5 Netball final – Wednesday 5 November 3.30-5.30 pm (venue to be confirmed)
Rugby Final – Wednesday 12 November 4.00-6.00 pm  Blaydon Rugby Club

Basketball Tournament – Thursday 20 November 3.30-5.30 pm 
Joseph Swan Sports Hall

Gymnastics Festival  - Wed 26 November 5.00-6.00 pm Gateshead Leisure Centre

Reminders

School Disco – Thursday 6 November 6.00-7.30 pm

£1.00 entry, plus money for refreshments.  Money raised will go towards the cost of the coaches for the pantomime at Christmas.  At present the total cost for the coaches is £975 which still needs to be paid.

Book Fair Tuesday 4 – Friday 7 November in School Hall

Medication in Schools

I have recently attended some specialist asthma training.  The advice from the School Nurse, Asthma Specialist, was that children using an inhaler should always use a spacer.  All inhalers should have your child’s name on and it is your child’s responsibility to keep them with them at playtime and at dinnertime.  Spacers should be kept in school bags.
Just a further reminder, if you have not returned your child’s Medical Conditions Form, can you please do so as soon as possible.  Thank you!

Shoe Box Appeal

A parent has very kindly offered to be a good Samaritan and lead this project this year.  Leaflets have been distributed to one per family about this year’s Shoe Box Appeal. Boxes are to be returned to school by 25th November.Thank you to Miss Tait. 
Parent Forum

Compliments …
Thanks for efforts!


Y3 harvest excellent



Transition from Y2-Y3 has gone well

… Compliments

Great to receive dates at start of term

Appreciate “Good Book” being followed up by a postcard
Appreciate the way behaviour of individuals is treated on an individual basis – one size does not fit all!!

Issues

Parent consultation appointments
Could they be late for working parents?

School offer daytime appointments in the autumn term and evening appointments in the spring term.  This means every type of parent can be accommodated.

Can times be sent out sooner so parents can arrange their time?         Yes – easy to do
Concerts
Can length of concert be put onto newsletter?    A good idea – will do this
Clubs

Can parents help child choose club?

In a recent letter I asked for your thoughts about clubs as they are currently under review.  Most of the time when an opportunity arises for a club a letter is sent to parents explaining what is on offer.  The only clubs which are arranged between child and school are the clubs the teachers run.  We do this in school to ensure everyone who wants to do something is given the chance.  To do this via a letter would be very difficult.  I will feedback soon parental response to the questionnaire.
School sweatshirts
Quality

Parents who attended commented that quality was good.  Sweatshirts did not go shiny when ironed.  They did not bobble.  Children were outgrowing before outwearing.

School dinners

Pre-ordering
This would be so difficult.  Children would forget what they had ordered, would change their mind – especially when they saw what their friend was having etc.  If your child is particularly fussy or does not like particular things put it into writing so the kitchen staff can help.  Thanks
I hope you all have an enjoyable half term and Halloween and everyone comes back refreshed ready for the countdown to Christmas.  See you on 3rd November.

Yours sincerely

H J Gladstone

Headteacher

