Dear Parents







23 October 2009
National School Meals Week

Our School council in consultation with their classes have devised the following menu:
Tuesday, 10 November 

Sausage/Vegetarian Sausage & Gravy

with Peas, Carrots& Country Diced Potatoes
Salad

Shortbread Biscuit

Yoghurt, Fruit, Cheese & Crackers

Wednesday, 11 November

Chicken Wraps/Vegetarian Nuggets

Baked Beans, Sweetcorn, Chips

Salad & Salsa

Warm Strawberry Pancakes with Cream

Yoghurt, Fruit, Cheese & Crackers

We do hope lots of children decide to stay for lunch on these days.
ICT Survey
Thank you to everyone who completed the ICT Questionnaire and returned it to school.  Here are some of the results:

Do you use the computer with your child at home, if so how?


Maths, Internet, Homework, Education City, MyMaths site, BBC Bitesize, Research, Weblog, Playing Games, Power Points, Formatting Pictures, Family Emails, Shopping, MP3, Word Processing, Google, Accessing Learning Sites.
Do you think ICT has made a difference to your child’s learning?
Gained in confidence, highly motivated, typing skills amazing, better hand/eye co-ordination, more aware of how to use technology in everyday life, better confidence with key ICT skills,  can use hyperlinks correctly, surprised by skills - teaches parents things, encourages them to learn through games, IWB fantastic learning resource.

Does your child comment upon how they use ICT in school?
Visits to CLC, really enjoys, mentions presentations, loves using ICT, enjoys telling us what to do, loves using laptops (excellent resources)

Do you like the online homework option of educationcity.com?
Yes
89
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If there is an issue with Education City then you can contact them direct.

Do you use the school weblog?  
Yes 61



No 45

Is there anything you think we should have on the school weblog?

Equality across year groups, more regular updates, a section on what the children will be learning about in that week so parents could ask questions at home and support the curriculum, more links to educational sites (MyMaths is good as you can choose a level to suit ability), Good Book results to be published, maths help guides – relevant to what we are currently doing, to list clubs before letters go out so parents can discuss these clubs with children first, calendar of activities.

Would you be interested in a family ICT club?
Yes 43



No 48
Parent Line Plus
Parentline Plus is the leading charity providing support to parents.  We think that being a parent is the toughest job in the world.  We offer parents the support they need in a way which suits them.  Our services include our 24 hour, 7 days a week, 365 days a year confidential helpline, Parentline.  This service can be accessed on 0808 800 2222 (free from all landlines and most mobiles).

Threadworms

We have a reported outbreak of threadworms in our school.  Please over the holidays can you stress the importance of hand washing.  With this in mind please be vigilant.
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Issues raised

Leaves on Chowdene Bank

I have reported this to the council

The Sloping Yard

I have investigated having work carried out to create a flat yard but the expense and difficulty is enormous.
CRB for Parents

This is a national request to safeguard children.  All schools are asked to gather the paperwork to comply with the DCSF.  Any school found not to have this paperwork by Ofsted would automatically be placed into a category for improvement as they were not complying with safeguarding regulations.
Ways in which parents can support the school
Attending parent meetings, attending workshops and open mornings, help with homework, helping at fund raising events.  Any other suggestions would be welcomed.

Can the School Meals menu be shared with parents?
These are available on the council website, they are advertised weekly in the local newspaper and children all bring menus home at the start of each new menu.  A poster is also displayed in school.

Joseph Swan Rewards

Only 40 children are able to attend.  This means that lots and lots of well behaved, hard working children will not get a chance every time.  Other rewards in school celebrate their achievements. Any suggestions would be appreciated.

Zebra Crossing

This has been raised for the last 10 years I think and we have tried hard.  Queries should be forwarded to the Road Safety team at the Civic centre.

Operation Christmas Child

One of our parents has volunteered to organise this Christmas Shoebox Appeal. Your child will be bringing a leaflet home today explaining all of the details.  Shoeboxes are to be returned to school by 24 November, but no earlier than the 20th please as we have nowhere to store them.
Open Morning
Just to remind you that you are invited to join in your child’s Literacy & Numeracy on Tuesday 10 November from 9.00 am.  

I can’t quite believe how quickly this half term has gone!  Thank you for your support over the last few weeks.

Mrs McCormack commenced her Maternity Leave last Friday and didn’t even have the chance to ‘put up her feet’ as on early Tuesday morning baby Lucas (7lb 12 oz) was born.  Congratulations to the new mammy and daddy.  We can’t wait to see the new baby!
I hope you all have a lovely half term break and look forward to seeing you all on Monday, 2 November.

Yours sincerely

H J Gladstone

Headteacher

