20 April 2007

Dear Parents

Welcome back after the Easter break!  I hope you have all had a refreshing holiday and are looking forward, along with all of us, to the upcoming busy summer term.

Dates

This is a list of important dates for this term.  As you will see there are some very important events coming up.  I will not be sending this list out again so please keep it in a safe place so that you can easily refer to it.  Thank you for your co-operation.

April

23 & 24
Y5 working with outside artist on the production of a special quilt to commemorate the anniversary of the abolition of slavery.

27 For 3 weeks 
rugby coaching for Y6

cricket coaching for Y5

gym coaching for 3R

May

1 & 2

Practice SATs in the hall for Y6

9

Parent Forum 2.30 pm - details to follow

14 SATs week for all children

Cycling Proficiency for 5P

21

Industry/Enterprise week for all children



Cycling Proficiency for 5W

23 Aquathlon – details to follow

Music Workshop for school

25 Break up for half term

June



4 School re-opens after half term

7 Kwik Cricket tournament – details to follow

11 Team, class, leavers photographs

22 SCHOOL CLOSED FOR INSET


Athletics Festival at Gateshead Stadium for a team who wish to participate – details to follow

25 Health Week for whole school

29

Y6 to Robinwood for residential visit

July

2 SCHOOL CLOSED FOR OCCASIONAL DAY

Transition Week where children meet their new class teacher – details to follow

Y6 at Lord Lawson or Joseph Swan for transition activities

4

Y2 Induction Evening for Parents

6

Y3 Sandcastle Challenge at South Shields

11 End of Year Reports go home

12 5.00 pm
Y6 Production for parents

13 9.30 am
Prize Day – All parents welcome

16 Sports Day – details to follow

17 Leavers Ball at Springfield 6-7.30 pm

18 9.05 am Leavers Assembly

20
School closes for 6 weeks summer holiday.
Friday Family Assembly Dates

Assemblies begin at 9.05 am.  All parents are welcome.

4 May

5W



25 May

3S

8 June

4D/R



15 June

3R

29 June
5P





21 June
4T  (Please note this is a THURSDAY)

Booster Classes - Important Reminder

Next week is the last week for booster classes.  

Summer Term Whole School Project
This summer, the whole school will be studying a project entitled Castles.  It will be something completely different for both staff and children.  Art, DT, geography, history etc will all be linked to this theme, with the main focus of why were castles built, where were they built and why and what different castle are there?  Each year group is organising a visit to a castle.  We are also organising a knights’ day at the CLC and other exciting activities linked to this topic.  If you think you can help in any way we would love to hear from you.

Wednesday Lunchtimes

To improve activities, I am employing four play scheme workers to work for a few weeks each Wednesday lunchtime to teach games, play games and other activities so children can play new things this term.

Alan Shearer Football Shirt

The winner of the Alan Shearer shirt was Callum Barnes of 3S.  The winning ticket was drawn by a parent at the family assembly just before the Easter holidays.  Well done Callum, you are now the envy of many people.

Barnardo’s Bear

Rhys Gillespy’s name was drawn out of the hat by one of our lunchtime staff.  Well done Rhys!

Parental Questionnaire About School Lunches

I am aware that the cost of a school lunch is going up and up and the number of school lunches is going down and down.  Parents inform me it is quality, quantity etc etc.  I do try to liaise with Helen McAllister so that school lunches can be improved.  I need your help.  I know that school lunches can never compete against packed lunches.  I was under the impression that parents chose packed lunch because they thought it a healthier option.  This week I have seen Easter eggs, the contents of Easter eggs, biscuits and crisps being eaten with sandwiches and fruit thrown in the bin.  I have therefore asked all children to take their rubbish from packed lunch home so parents can see what their child is actually eating.  With this in mind together we could make our school lunches much better. Sadly I received no written suggestions from anyone in response to my request in my previous newsletter for help with ideas on how to improve the school meals served at Oakfield.  So I thought I would try again with this questionnaire.  These are only a few ideas but I would very much welcome your thoughts on the subject.  Please take a few minutes to complete the questionnaire and in particular the last question and then return it to school.

School Uniform

Just to remind you that trainers are not part of school uniform, nor are necklaces, bracelets etc.  After the glorious sunshine I thought I would be inundated with requests for summer dresses.  (Look at the weather today!)  If you would like your child to wear a summer dress, that is fine as long as it is blue or green.  

Lost Property

Once again I have a mountain of unclaimed clothing.  If you think your child has lost anything feel free to come and look.  If it has not been claimed by the end of April it will be disposed of.  With this in mind please make sure all school clothing is named.  Thank you.

Yours sincerely

H J Gladstone

Headteacher

Oakfield Junior School

School Meals Parental Questionnaire

Would you be interested in a meeting in school with Helen McAllister (Head of School Meals)?

Yes    /     No

Do you think having a “no option lunch” where together we choose the menu for our children is a route to investigate?  For example all children whether first or last would have the same amount, same lunch etc. (I know of other schools that are doing this and it has been successful.)

Yes   /     No

Do you think we should end the sandwich option so school lunch is a hot meal?

Yes   /    No

What foods would you like to see offered on the school lunch menu?

What else could school do to help??

Any other suggestions?

Name of child_____________________________   Class_______

Signed_______________________________________________

