Dear Parents







19 March 2010
School Eco Team
Congratulations to the following children who have been nominated to be our Eco Team:  Grace Forster, Lucy Ames, Sophia Cheltenham, James Dodds, Ben Mayman, Alex Anderson, Hannah Hamilton and Elle Barnaby. They are working with a company called Groundworks on a number of different projects in school with the ultimate aim of us applying for the Eco Award.  Their first job will take place on Monday morning and will involve a review of how environmentally friendly school is and then they will plant some fruit trees.  Please make sure these children have their wellies and tracksuit bottoms with them.  Well done to the team!
School Chat Room
In light of recent publicity regarding facebook, we have utilised the Local Authority Virtual Learning Platform in order to provide a safe and monitored chat room solely for our children.  This chat room will be accessed by our children via a password and all conversations can be monitored, tracked or traced by our staff and the Local Authority if needed.  The idea of this chat room is not for teachers to join in or be ‘Big Brother’, but if complaints of cyber bullying etc are raised, the culprits can easily be identified.  Perhaps this is a good start for primary aged children to delve into the world of on-line messaging.  This of course is purely optional, but we thought it provides a safer environment than facebook and MSN where you are legally supposed to be 13 years of age to access.
We will not demonstrate this facility or give children their password without your consent.  Consent forms will follow shortly.

Help Needed!

One of our year groups is to take part in a Child Pedestrian Training Scheme.  In order for this to operate we require lots of parental helpers during the second half of the summer term.  Can you spare a couple of hours for a training course and then two hours a week for 4 weeks?  If you have a CRB Enhanced Disclosure please return the reply slip below.  There is other paperwork that is needed, but we can deal with this when we have our volunteers
School Orchestra

Following the very successful Orchestra Afternoon, Lucy Davis would like to host another one on the afternoon of Tuesday, 15 June.  To take this one step further, Lucy proposes to then run a weekly orchestra session, each Thursday afternoon from September.  This will be in addition to weekly music lessons.  

Barnardo’s Assembly

Children, by now, will have received a fund raising envelope.  The idea is each day they have to do a caring deed for someone.  If you would like to sponsor them to help raise money for Barnardo’s that is an additional bonus.  Barnardo’s have asked that all envelopes be returned to school by Monday 29 March.  Each child will receive a certificate and key ring for their efforts.  Let’s hope there is lots of caring in your homes this weekend.  Next Friday, children can wear the badges they have made to celebrate the Caring and Sharing they have demonstrated.

School Photograph Day

Just to remind you that Tempest Photography will be in school on Monday morning.
Concern From Local Authority School Safety Team
The Road Safety Team have been monitoring pedestrian and cars outside of our school.  They have raised great concern as to the number of children running away from their parents, grandparents or carers out of Sidmouth Road then down Chowdene Bank and dashing across the road without waiting for the adult they are with or to be told by Brian that it is safe to cross.  It is still edged in my memory of a Year 6 girl being knocked down at that crossing and I would not like this to happen again. Please keep your child close to you until they are safely across the road.   
They have also noticed a regular car dropping off a child at the school gates or on the yellow zig zags and holding up traffic behind them.  They have also commented upon a car parking almost at the give way place at the end of Sidmouth Road.  This does not teach children good road safety sense.  Please can I ask drivers to be considerate.
Let’s hope I don’t have any issues raised after the next Local Authority monitoring visit which will again be unannounced.   Thank you for your co-operation and consideration!  
Yours sincerely

H J Gladstone

Headteacher

Reply Slip
Oakfield Junior School, Gateshead 

Child Pedestrian Training Scheme

Parents/Carers name:________________________________
I am able to help with the Child Pedestrian Training Scheme.

I am available on ____________________day(s) ……………………am/pm or both 

Name of Child ____________________________________________ 
Class__________________
Signature of Parent/Guardian/Carer _____________________________
Telephone number ________________________






