18 February 2011

Dear Parents
Where has this half term gone!  I can’t believe it is half term holiday next week.  It has ended on a real high with staff singing on the stage at The Sage last night!!!  Despite moans and groans and huge stage nerves, their performance was outstanding.  Well done ‘The Lean On Me’ gang!
We say farewell and best wishes to Miss Tully who commences her maternity leave today.  I hope she manages to get her feet up and have some rest before the baby comes along.  Good Luck Miss Tully and we look forward to seeing you and your new addition soon!
Race for Life
Calling all ladies and girls! One of our Year 3 mums, Helen Burrell is currently undergoing treatment for breast cancer. She is doing fantastically well but with two young daughters, things are tough. Helen's situation has motivated some of our mums and girls to register for the 'Race for Life' at Saltwell Park: Sunday 15th May at 11am. And THEY WANT YOU!!  Many of us have been touched by cancer in some way and we think it would be fantastic to get an Oakfield Junior School contingent of women and girls to take part in the event together to show a united support for the cause. Boys and dads...you are needed too; to sponsor us and cheer for us on the day!  You can register for the race at www.raceforlife.org.There is also a facebook group 'Race for Life...Go Helen!' which you can join.

If you would like any further information, think you might register, or would like to help in any way, please let another of our mums -  Joanne Phillips know, by emailing joannephillips1@hotmail.com  This is a great opportunity for our school community to get together and make a real difference. I hope we can make it happen. NB: The mums I've spoken to so far have said there will be very little running. A Walk for Life being far more attractive!

Reminders

Thursday 3 March
World Book Day  
children can dress up and competition - photo reading a book in the most unusual place

Drop off for Lamesley 
please use the car park area at the front of school and not down the side near the Lamesley Entrance.  
Thank you.










pto

 Rewards Morning
Well done to Warkworth who are the winning house this half term!  Their reward is a visit to Clasper Towers Adventure Playground on Friday, 4 March.  Consent letter to follow.
Lateness
Since my return I have noticed a number of pupils regularly being late.   This puts unnecessary stress onto the child as they are entering their classroom after all the other pupils are settled.  Sometimes the children are on the yard on time, but are made late as parents have their bags and are still somewhere on Chowdene Bank.  
Next half term I will monitor late arrivals closely and will inform parents if their child is receiving regular late marks.
Free School Meals
If any of the following are applicable to your circumstances it may be worth enquiring about free school meals at Gateshead Council:
Income Support/Guarantee Pension Credit

Income Based Job Seekers Allowance (JSA-IB)/Employment and Support Allowance (ESA Income Related)

Child Tax Credit (but not Working Tax Credit) and your income for Tax Credit purposes must be less than £16,190 (details are shown on your Tax Credit award notice)

Support under Part IV of the Immigration & Asylum Act 1999)

Tesco Vouchers

We are once again collecting Tesco vouchers.  Vouchers are available in store until 8 May.  These vouchers are very valuable to us, by assisting with the purchase of ICT items, so we are very grateful for your help with this.

I look forward to seeing everyone on the 28 February ready for another busy half term.
Yours sincerely

H J Gladstone

Headteacher

