16th September 2011

Dear Parents

The winner of the Guess the colour of the newsletter this week is Hannah Barnes from 3 Elm who chose a set of rubbers as her prize. Well done !                   .

There is definitely an autumnal feeling in the air. It is of course tradition in these parts that it is also a signal for the Great North Run, so can I wish all parents and children competing in both the Great North and Junior Runs every success (fingers crossed for fine weather !!).  
Governor Nominations

We have one parent governor vacancy at present and another vacancy by the 19th December. With this in mind we are inviting any interested parents to contact school for a nomination form. The closing date for nominations will be Friday 30th September. It is a rewarding opportunity for anybody wishing to get more involved with school life. Should more than two parent’s stand this would then lead on to a ballot. For further information please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Curriculum Overviews

Your child should also have with them a curriculum overview which highlights what they are being taught during the autumn term. You will notice that the humanities/science/arts/DT are taught through a creative theme. We would love to hear from any parents that could contribute to any of the themes through their own experiences. The themes are as follows:
Year 3

Me Myself & I
Year 4

Out of Africa

Year 5

A World of Creating Ideas

Year 6

Marooned.

Parental Reading Support

In the past we have had a small and hard working group of willing parents/grandparent willing to give up some time to read one to one with individual children. If you would like to continue or join our willing volunteers please get in contact.

Homework

Now children are back in the routine of school they will start bringing homework home regularly. Weekly they will be provided with a home reading book, a comprehension, a small list of spellings, multiplication tables to learn and some written mathematics. It is not meant as a whole weekend struggle but 15 to 20 minutes regularly to reinforce learning. 
Earrings 

Please be aware that any child who has earrings in is unable to participate in any form of sport. They must be removed by the child as staff are unable to do this, it is not acceptable to have them covered with plasters.

Last Years Charities

Following the chosen charities by each year group the following amounts were raised during the last academic year:
Guide Dogs for the Blind

£856.03

Water Aid



£721.68

Children with Leukaemia

£414.93

St Oswald’s Hospice


£498.00

A huge thank you to everyone for all of their hard work, generosity and commitment. Each year group will be choosing a charity to support for this academic year and I am sure you will agree that this gives the children an opportunity to learn more about their chosen charity and to be involved in the community.
Family Sculpture Day

Gateshead is holding their 26th Sculpture Day on Sunday 25th September.This is taking place at The Grove, Saltwell Park between 11am – 4pm.This year the theme is ‘Sport – Going for Gold’. You can capture your sporting hero in wood, or create your favourite sport from football to archery, judo to the sack race. They will provide tonnes of wood, tools and all the nails you need.
Macmillan Coffee Morning – The World’s Biggest Coffee Morning

Please come along and support this fantastic cause while enjoying a cuppa on Friday 30th September 9am – 11am. Please bring family and friends. Raffle tickets will be on sale for some fantastic prizes including meal vouchers, golf for 4 and  hair and beauty vouchers just to name a few. If you have anything you would like to donate for the raffle could you please bring them into school by Thursday 29th September. If you can donate cakes, biscuits etc please bring them into school on Friday 30th September before 9am.
Pro Soccer

If anyone is interested in a Soccer Coaching programme taking place at Joseph Swan School on a Saturday we have leaflets available from the office which give you more details including costs.

If you would like to guess the colour of the next newsletter please return the slip below to the office.
Yours sincerely

MJ Thompson

Acting Headteacher
_____________________________________________________________________
Reply slip

Guess the Colour Of The Newsletter

· I think the colour of the next newsletter will be ____________________________

· Name __________________________________ Class _____________________
