15 April 2011

Dear Parents

I wanted to personally tell you as soon as I could that I will be leaving Oakfield in July.  Yesterday, I was offered the post of Headteacher at Front Street Community Primary School in Whickham.  This news has not yet sunk in and I am not even thinking about farewells yet, as there are still lots of lovely things to do in the summer term.  I told the children in Assembly this morning (not an easy task).  Words are failing me, but I wanted to tell you at the earliest opportunity I had.  I have been an extremely happy Head here for eight years and that has been down to the kindness and support shown by pupils, parents and staff.  I really want to work in a ‘through’ primary school where I can see the child grow and develop from start to finish.  Oakfield Junior School is a fantastic place and it has been a privilege working here, but for me I am ready for a new challenge.  I am still her for the next few months and will still have Oakfield’s interests at heart until my very last day.  
Mrs McCormack will be commencing her maternity leave at May half term.  Miss Wright will take over as Class Teacher for 5 Willow for the last half term.  The children already know Miss Wright and have worked with her on many an occasion.

Easter Afternoon
The children had a wonderful time decorating eggs on Wednesday afternoon. There were some fantastic creations.  The winner from each class is  

3 Ash – Dru Scott – Red Indian

3 Elm – Kate Stipetic – Count Dracula

4 Beech – Olivia Inness – Easter Chick in the Nest



4 Pine – Alicia Shreeve & Jenny Slater – Rapunzel

5 Maple – Tallulah Dixon – Octopus

5 Willow – Lenny Dunn – Bart Simpson
6 Birch – Sarah Walton – JLS on stage!
6 Cedar – Callum Hutcheson – Egg Marley

Each child has received an Easter Egg.  

Orchestra Performance

A huge thank you to all the musicians for their tremendous efforts in making yesterday’s performance so good!  I was very impressed, especially with your performance of Take That - The Flood.

Art Exhibition

The Baltic had nothing on our school hall on Wednesday afternoon.  What a sight!  I really believe we have some very talented artists.  I am sure you will agree that the work was fantastic.  If you were unable to attend you could still purchase your child’s artwork either after school today or on the first day back after the Easter Holidays.  The cost is £5.50 and cheques should be made payable to Images.  Thank you!
School Disco

There was a fantastic turnout at the disco last night and by this I mean the army of helpers that came to sell crisps etc. Thank you so much to all of you who came and offered your help.  We couldn’t have done it without you.  I must say when I walked into the dining room and saw you all I was really surprised.  A huge thank you to Mrs Schneider who co-ordinated the refreshments and volunteers.  Your talents are wasted.
Year 6 Jogathon

We have lots of Year 6 children with aching limbs and tired bodies today.  Not only did they dance their socks off at the disco last night, but spent yesterday raising money for St Oswald’s by taking part in a jogathon.  They tell me they did 110 laps around the field.  Congratulations to them all.  
Royal Wedding

Our Royal Wedding celebrations started with a Wedding Banquet at lunch time.  To mark the occasion your child has been given a commemorative leather bookmark as a keepsake. 
Mayor’s Visit

On Wednesday 4 May, The Mayor will be visiting school.  

Tempest Photography

Thursday, 5 May the photographer will be taking class, teams and the Year 6 Leavers’ photos. 

Year 5/6 Rugby

Each Wednesday for 6 weeks, there is an opportunity for some children from Years 5 & 6 to participate in Tag Rugby during lunchtime.  If you would like your child to take part please complete the attached reply slip.   Places are limited.
As you know we commence our Easter Holidays after today.  I hope you all have a lovely Easter break and have lots of lovely chocolate to eat.  We return to school on Tuesday, 3 May.

Yours sincerely

H J Gladstone

Headteacher

Reply Slip

Y5/6 Tag Rugby

· I would like my child to take part in the above

Name of child ___________________________________________  Class __________

Signature Parent/Guardian_________________________________________________

