14th October 2011
Dear Parents

We start with some very sad news. As many of you are aware Harry Dobson, a former head of Oakfield Junior School passed away last weekend. Our thoughts are with his family and friends.
Macmillan
The raffle has been drawn this morning and winners have been notified. The total raised from all of the events is approx £1300. A huge thank you to the group of willing volunteers who gave up their time for Macmillan, and to you the parents and friends who supported this worthy cause.

Uniform

Uniform order forms are still available from the school office. The last date to hand any orders in is next Thursday morning.

Christmas Pantomime Auditions

This year the school will perform Panto Pandemonium, a pantomime containing characters from lots of well known children’s stories. Next week we are going to hold ‘auditions’ for children who wish to try for an acting/singing part. If children wish to be auditioned we will ask them to show us their acting skills for 10 or 15 seconds. This is advanced warning so the children can practise this at home and the children can choose what they perform (e.g. an old man walking, a clown, an ugly sister). All children who are not actors will be making up the choir that holds the story together. Please be aware that most rehearsals will be after school on a Friday.

Parking at Thomas Wilson Club
I know that some parents were quite upset about receiving an A4 warning sign on their windscreen after attending the Y4 singing assembly. I can only apologise for this. The situation is that the Thomas Wilson parking permits only permit parking from 8.30am- 9.00am and from 2.50pm to 3.35pm. The use of this parking space is offered to parents through the goodwill of the club. The community police are aware of this and are currently undertaking consultations to try and elevate the parking issues in the area.
Parent Forum – Tuesday 11th October 

Thank you to those that attended and those suggestions sent in absence. Below is a synopsis of the discussions with actions where appropriate.

	
	Issue
	Action

	Testing
	Can we use terms other than ‘test’ as this can be off putting to some younger pupils?
	The tests we do in September are different to the Summer assessments. They are smaller and give us different data. These do not now take place in the first week of term after a previous request but within the first 2/3 weeks. With regard to using the word ‘test’ to pupils we will look at addressing them differently to pupils, especially the younger ones.

	Access to the school yard
	Parents are blocking the school gate making access difficult
	I will continue to remind parents regularly in newsletters to wait away from the school gates and towards the top of the yard. 



	Parking
	Vehicles are blocking pavements around Chowdene Bank and surrounding Streets
	We will continue to inform both the local police and traffic warden section of highways of problems. They will continue to do regular patrols and ticket people parked illegally.

	After School clubs
	Can we give an overview to parents in advance of pupils choosing after school clubs?
	Yes. With the next intake of clubs a brief overview of theme, activity etc will be included in a newsletter.

	Karate
	Will Karate be offered in school to the year 3’s?
	This depends on the availability of a Karate teacher at the same time that our hall is available. 

	Maths
	Can the calculation booklet be made available to parents again?
	Yes. We will distribute the booklet to parents. Furthermore, we will arrange workshops to explain different methods of calculation

	School Dinners
	Why does what’s served not always mirror the menu?
	I have been in touch with the School Meal Service. They said it should but occasionally a change is inevitable when suppliers don’t have the correct ingredients in stock. They have promised monitoring visits. A new school meals menu should commence soon after the ½ term break

	School Website
	Can the website be made more user friendly?
	I hope so! It was redesigned by Gateshead ICT late last year but doesn’t contain all the information we had asked for and doesn’t make it easy to find. I am in touch with the relevant people about this.

	Fundraising
	Can we participate in sport relief activities and can sports day move to June to link with the Olympic Games?
	Yes to both.

	Homework Diaries
	Can school provide guidelines on the use of homework diaries?
	I will include an overview of these planners at the Year 3 induction in future. I will also include an overview of when homework is set and due for return in each class straight after the ½ term break. 

	Packed Lunches
	Can school give clear guidance as to what should be in a packed lunch box?
	As part of the nutritional standards for schools, schools have a duty to ensure that all food eaten on the premises is healthy and within a balanced diet. Most packed lunches are! We do however have a small number of children whose packed lunches could not be described as this, or, who only choose to eat ONLY crisps and biscuit and leave the fruit, sandwiches etc that make it balanced. Where this is the case we do contact appropriate parents/carers  


Guess the Colour of the Newsletter

There were only two children who guessed purple as the colour of the newsletter so they are both winners! Well done to Becky Tindale from 4 Beech and Hannah Brown from 3 Ash.

If you would like to guess the colour of the next newsletter please return the slip below to the office.

Yours sincerely

MJ Thompson

Acting Headteacher
Reply slip

Guess the Colour Of The Newsletter

· I think the colour of the next newsletter will be ____________________________

· Name __________________________________ Class _____________________
