14 November 2008

Dear Parents

The winner of the Guess The colour of the Newsletter is Sophie Ward of 3ASH.  Well done Sophie!
e-Safety

A couple of weeks ago parents were invited to attend an information session about keeping your child safe when using the internet.  Today all children have received specialist sessions appropriate to their age to reinforce this point.

Anti-Bullying Week

Next week is National Anti-Bullying Week and our school will be taking part, completing different activities in class. Next Friday is Anti-Bullying day and to mark the occasion, the School Council have asked that we have a blue day.  This means that children need to wear anything blue (yes that means no uniform).  They will also spell out various words on the yard to do with the anti-bullying theme.  Thank you School Councillors for your suggestions.

The Children’s Foundation Great North Baton Challenge

Oakfield Junior School have been given the education baton to raise money for the Children’s Hospital.  There are different fields of baton eg health, business, sport and community.  Our school are involved in the first hand-over of the baton and we have received it from Lingey House Primary School.  The idea is we have a sponsored ‘something’ within the next month and money raised goes towards The Children’s Foundation Ltd.  A new children’s hospital is to be built in the North East to match and exceed the standard of Great Ormond Street Hospital.  It will have not only a specialist baby and child unit , but a teenager department as well.  Up-to-date ICT and facilities are to be implemented to help patients feel more at home eg ipod socket.  Lingey House raised nearly £900 through a sponsored walk around their field.  School Councillors are meeting all children to discuss ideas to see what we can do.  Once the event is planned it will receive lots of press coverage.  A worthwhile cause I am sure you will agree!
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle with Sprite the Kite

Gateshead Council has worked in partnership with Northern Kites to help pupils and families learn about sustainability and caring for the environment.  With this letter your child will bring home a leaflet and book mark about this project.
St Ninian’s and St Andrew’s Church

For your information your child will bring home a church services yellow leaflet.

Christmas

Hansel & Gretel

It is now time to pay for the coaches (oh no it’s not I hear you say!).  The total cost for the coaches is £975.  We raised £ 201 at the school disco.  School will match this.  That means the cost of the buses to be divided between all of the children is as follows £573 divided  by 230 (as some children are not going) = £2.50 per child.
Christmas Parties

Children are welcome to go home for their lunch on the day of their Christmas party provided they are collected by an adult (dates were sent out on newsletter dated 
5 September – also available on the website).

Christmas Lunch – Monday 8 December  with crackers, Christmas music, a real celebratory lunch.  Hope everyone can stay.

Last Day of Term and Early Finish

Friday, 19 December is our last day of 2008 at school.  To send the children and yourselves away with a festive feel we will be having Carols under The Veranda at 1.45 pm.  This will last approximately 30 minutes.  After this, to toast you ‘Best Wishes’ there will be mulled wine and mince pies available in the school hall for parents.  You are then free to collect your child and start your Christmas holidays early.  
If you have any queries or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

H J Gladstone

Headteacher
Reply Slip

Hansel & Gretel Coaches

· I enclose £2.50  for the above
Name of Child ______________________________________  Class _________

Signed ___________________________________________________________

