13 March 2009

Dear Parents

Parent Forum
Items that were discussed: 

Parking/Speeding down Chowdene Bank – an ongoing issue that I have written about on many an occasion.  Thank you to all those who do park considerately and do not stop their car half way up Chowdene Bank letting their child out onto the road while a traffic jam forms behind them.  Any complaints can also be directed to Maureen Laverick, Road Safety Officer at the Civic Centre.
Parent Consultations – Parents asked if appointments could be in their child’s classroom with no other parents within earshot.  After the Susie Lamplugh incident, guidelines were implemented so workers were not put in situations where they were alone with a member of the public.  Believe it or not at Parents’ Evenings in the past, members of staff and myself have been verbally abused, shouted at and even threatened with a walking stick.  Because of this I will not place any member of my staff in this vulnerable position.  If you would require a special, more private meeting this can be arranged.  Please contact me prior to Parents’ Evening if this is required.
Half Term Play Scheme – Parents said that this had been a great success and would like it repeated if possible.  

Vouchers – Parents asked if I could give a reminder as to all the different vouchers we are collecting, so here goes Sainsbury’s, Tesco, Nestle Box Tops and Flora will be starting soon on line only.
Clubs – Can we have more clubs? – At present we have football, dance, drama, recorder, tri-golf, Spanish, gymnastics, choir, gardening, big knit, booster.  Last term we also had art, cookery, ICT, gymnastics, football.  For some clubs I really had to give the hard sell to children as very few places were being taken.  For the first year, the staff and I felt as though children just weren’t interested in after school clubs.  All children are given the opportunity and quite often it is their choice not to join a club (despite the fact their parent wants them to).  What else would you like me to offer, bearing in mind it will be an outside teacher and will have to be paid for?  Please send in your suggestions in writing.

Uniform – during the last week of this term I will hold a second hand uniform shop where all items will be 50 pence.  There are lots of good quality sweatshirts in wardrobes that children have grown out, of I am told.  This would be a good way of recycling them.  Any items can be sent into school on Friday 27th March  -
NO SOONER PLEASE as we have no where to store them.

Recycling – Can we recycle paper? The recycling lorry is unable to come down our school drive and collect items for recycling.  If we have a willing parent who can volunteer to transport all the paper that is to be recycled up the school drive and on to Chowdene Bank at the time the lorry is expected, so as passers by do not do other things to the pile of paper, then we will be able to recycle.  Please let me know, Thank You. 
School Meals – Where do I begin …

Pre-ordering of meals is not a possibility in a busy school where teachers are supposed to be teaching from 9.00 am not taking jacket potato orders. (I know for a fact some children would forget what they had ordered, change their mind when they see what their friend has chosen etc).  

Vegetarian Options – Every day there is a vegetarian option.  If your child is a vegetarian, please let us know in writing so that my Catering Manager is aware.

Menu – Children have met with Margaret Young, Area Manager for School Meals, and have shared their views about sausages, mince and other items on the menu.  She has taken this information on board and is to meet with the children again to form a working party, so that when the new menus are drawn up children’s views have been listened to.
Primary School Meals Survey – Last night you will have received a letter explaining about the Schools Meals Survey that is to take place during the week of the 23 March.  
I am always campaigning for good quality school meals.  I am in the dining room most days and ring the Head of School Meals if I think quality or quantity is an issue.  I often have my camera with me too.  I will fight to ensure the children in my care get the best that Gateshead School Meals Service can provide.  Meals are not cooked on my premises and I have no control over last minute menu changes.  Any complaints about School Meals please do not direct them to me contact Helen McAllister at the Civic Centre.
Dance Festival

Thank you to all the children who represented Oakfield at The Sage on Tuesday evening.  A special thanks to the brave staff who joined the children on the stage to dance as well.

Yours sincerely

H J Gladstone

Headteacher

