12 March 2010

Dear Parents

School Meals Price Increase as from Monday 19 April 2010

The price of school meals for children will increase to £9.25 per week starting from the first Monday after the Easter Holidays.  (This is £1.85 per meal).  Money is payable on the first school day of each week (normally a Monday).  If you think you may be entitled to free school meals please contact 0191 433 3729 for more information. 

Photos - Monday 22 March
On Monday, 22 March, Tempest Photography will be in school taking individual and family photographs.  If you would like to have a family photograph with younger brothers or sisters from the Infant School or toddlers, Tempest will be available in the School Hall from 8.30 am, so you can have the photo taken without any interruption to any other schools or nurseries.  No pre booking required.

Mad Hatter Tea Party - Friday 19 March 

Friday, 19 March is a special school lunch for any child who wishes to stay.  Every child was given a leaflet last week advertising the lunch.  Money to be sent to the office on Monday morning as normal.

Barnardo’s Fundraising

Barnardo’s will be leading an assembly on Wednesday, 17 March entitled 

Care And Share.  Every child will receive a sticker and a fund raising activity envelope together with a letter so that you will know about the challenge being set.  Everyone who returns an envelope will receive a certificate, Barney Bear key ring and will be entered into a prize draw to win a cuddly bear.
Parent Forum - Issues Discussed:
Compliments

Communication/ invitations into school/ availability of teachers on the schoolyard/ 
a feeling of togetherness/ good discipline/ keeps children safe/ provides an excellent range of activities and experiences during and after school/ leads by example/ rewards/ does much more than other schools “our children are lucky”/children becoming independent and responsible/ well-led/ happy environment/ care and well being of children good/ great variation in homework tasks.

Changes/Improvements

Can we have homework books or folders rather than homework written on loose bits of paper?     
All children should have been issued with a homework exercise book.  If this has been misplaced please ask the class teacher for a new one.

Swimming for Year 3       
We used to send Y3 swimming, however parents requested that they felt their children were too young and could not cope getting changed and having wet hair in the winter.  Due to parental requests I then moved swimming to Y4.  One class goes swimming September to February and the other class goes from February to July.  The Y3 class which would go February to July probably would have no problems and no issues would be raised.  The other class which would go in September have just moved school, are getting used to new routines, are finding their feet and would face swimming lessons during the winter.  I welcome any other views regarding this matter.
Transition into Year 3      For the first couple of weeks could tasks be sent home on a printed slip until the children get the hang of the pupil planner?      
This is very easy to implement.

Text Service
   
We have already looked into this and have been advised by the LA not to go with any private company due to data protection.  The LA are in the process of producing something for schools.  We await this with baited breathe.  However, the service will only work and be of benefit to you if all parents inform us when they change their mobile number.  The number of parents we try to contact whose mobile numbers have been changed without us knowing must be around 20%.  I would hate to think that this would leave 20% of children in a vulnerable position if a message had not got to their parents.
Transport to Football Matches     Can parents contribute towards a taxi/minibus?

We have trialled this for an up and coming match at a cost of £7.50 per child and all parents agreed to pay this.  This can only work if everyone pays.  Let us know if you agree with this.

Active Kidz Spring Play Scheme
Your child has been given a leaflet to bring home for the above scheme.  The scheme is for children aged 8-14 years.
Newcastle Eagles Basketball Friday 12 March
As the semi final is played before the main match you would need to be at the side entrance by 5.30pm if you wish to see our children play. If however you only want to tickets for the actual Eagles game the doors open at 6.30pm for a 7.30pm start.

Countdown .....

As I plan my final three weeks in school before I commence my maternity leave at Easter (all being well) if anyone would like to raise any issues or contact me regarding their child, please do so sooner rather than later.  I am hanging on as long as possible!
Yours sincerely

H J Gladstone

Headteacher

