12 February 2010

Dear Parents

I do hope you are all ready for Valentine’s Day and Shrove Tuesday.  As it is half term next week I am sure you will all enjoy the sweet treats of pancakes and heart‑shaped chocolates.
School Yard

From parent and pupil questionnaires, many requests have centred around making the school yard flat.  I have worked with both the Local Authority and a private company to investigate this matter.  The initial findings report that the stone wall on Chowdene Bank and bordering the dene would need to be removed whilst work was undertaken and then rebuilt.  The cost of this and the involvement of conservation mean this is not an option.  The other alternative was to build a retaining wall three metres away from these stone walls and so making the area of the yard smaller.  To achieve flatness the yard would need to be stepped in two or three places, so the actual play area again would be much smaller.  The next step at a cost of £2,500 would be to carry out surveys of gas pipes, sewerage, water pipes, actual gradient of the yard, Design Services etc etc.  The estimated price for this project depending on this investigation would be between £300,000 and £400,000.  I really believe this project is a non-starter.  

Parent Forum

The next Parent Forum which you are all invited to will take place on Thursday, 11 March at 9.00 am.

Attached is a form to complete, where I would like to know two things that you think school do well and one thing you would like to see changed or improved with a suggestion as to how to do this.
Parking

Thank you for parking away from the school entrance on Chowdene Bank.  We all really appreciate this.  Residents from Sidmouth and Appledore request you consider not blocking their drives or paths when parking on these streets.  If you would like to raise this as an issue contact Vicky Maine on 4333155 who will be in touch with the people who enforce parking regulations.

Clubs
Children by now should have received a note to say which clubs they can attend after half term.  Clubs will start the very first week back.

Sad News

As you no doubt are aware, one of our much loved and respected members of our school community died last Friday!

Mick touched many lives in Low Fell and all who knew him regarded him as a cheerful chap who always had a tale to tell and a smile.  The time he dedicated to our school with football, sport and governing body work will be well remembered and always appreciated.  Oakfield Junior School will definitely be the poorer without him.
Our thoughts after today are very much with Cameron and Owen who in their eyes have lost the best dad in the world.

Our condolences to all his family.

Yours sincerely

H J Gladstone

Headteacher
_____________________________________________________________________

Reply Slip

Parent Forum

Thursday, 11 March 2010 at 9.00 am
· I will be attending the above meeting
· I am unable to attend the above meeting

School does the following well:

1

2

Change/Improvement

1

Suggestion on how to manage this change/improvement:

