11th November 2011

Dear Parents

I will open the newsletter with congratulations again to the new Mrs Carr. I know she was thrilled to see so many Oakfield children outside the church and wishes to pass a sincere thank you to each and everyone of you. 
We also today send Mrs Simpson our best wishes as she leaves to start her maternity leave. Fingers crossed she gets two restful weeks before sleepless nights start again. I will of course keep you informed of any news.

The winner of the guess the colour of the newsletter this week is Luke Knight from    4 Beech. Well done Luke! If you would like to guess the colour for next week there is a reply slip at the end of the newsletter.
There are two documents that are coming home with the newsletter, I hope you will find them helpful.
Maths Calculation Booklet

After a request at the parent forum meeting we are giving each family a copy of the maths calculation booklet. It will come home with the oldest child in each family.

A further copy will be on the website in the policies section (look towards the bottom right hand side) we hope you find the document useful.

The methods we have adopted in school are our starting points for teaching written calculations, methods which the majority of children pick up easily. They are meant to build on mental strategies taught during earlier education. 
I will hold a maths workshop at 3.20pm on Thursday 24th November for about an hour. For those who wish to attend there is a reply slip to return.
Home Reading Booklet

Your child will also be bringing a home reading booklet giving ways to supporting children when reading at home. It also references the book bands and this in turn relates to the reading age to children in the tests undertook in September. Again it will be on the website and again hope it will be useful.

The Teaching of Spelling

Another change that we are currently implementing is in the teaching of spelling. For 20 minutes three days a week children will be taught spelling in ability groupings, separate to their normal literacy lesson. We hope this will make a difference to the standard of spelling.

Healthy School Award

I am after a couple of parent volunteers to join a working party to guide us towards our next healthy school award. There will be a few in school meetings to attend and also help with collection of data. If anyone is interested either see myself or contact the office. 

Test Text
A test text was send to everyone on Tuesday. If your first contact did not receive this message please contact the office.
Road Crossing Patrol
Thank you to the many who have signed the petition urging the council not to make their cuts to include road crossing patrols. This will be sent off day. Can I point you in the direction of Gateshead Council website www.gateshead.gov.uk  On the home page of the site there is a link to the budget consultation which I would urge you to make your feelings known as to where savings should and should not be made.

I know there is a lot to take in this week but I am always around should you have any questions or queries.

Yours sincerely

MJ Thompson

Acting Headteacher

Reply slip

Maths Workshop

Thursday 24th November

· I/We will be attending the Maths Workshop.
Name of Child _______________________________________________ Class ____

Signature of Parent/Guardian _____________________________________________

Reply slip

Guess the Colour of the Newsletter
I think the colour of the newsletter will be ___________________________________
Name _______________________ Class ___________________________________
