Dear Parents








11 September 2009
A warm and sunny welcome back after what seems a long summer break!  I think everyone at Oakfield is glad to be back, especially back into a form of routine.  A very special welcome to all our new Year 3 children and parents.  The new children have all survived their first week and seem to have settled quite quickly.  Lots have even been wearing huge smiles and say they love it here (how lovely is that!)
I will try to send a newsletter each Friday so if you do not receive a newsletter please check your child’s bag.

Homework Diaries

By now your child should have been issued with a new homework diary.  This booklet will tell you when your child has PE, when homework is to be completed, notes of things that children need to bring in etc.  Please look at this diary weekly and sign it each week to say you have seen it.  
Your child also has been given a homework overview pamphlet.  This outlines expectations for homework and coverage of work in class for this term.  I do hope you find this useful.  

We still do have copies of our Maths Calculation Booklet which helps parents work their way through the way we teach Maths.  This was on sale following our Maths Workshop.  There will be another Maths Workshop for our Year 3 parents soon.  Booklets are available from the office for a contribution of 50 pence.  
Clubs – to follow shortly

Music Lessons

Next week music will commence for children who have previously been taking music lessons.  Monday pm – guitar, Tuesday pm – woodwind, Thursday am – brass, Friday – strings.  For children wishing to begin learning an instrument, opportunities will be arranged at a later date.

Uniform

Please can you make sure all of your child’s clothing, footwear and bags are labelled with their name.  Thank you.

Collection of Letters, Money etc

If you are sending a note, letter, form or money into school, please can you secure it in an envelope with your child’s name and class and what it is for.  Our system in school asks children to place these items into one collection box and if more than one child puts loose money into the box there is no way of tracking who it came from.  It is not the teachers’ responsibility under Workforce Agreement regulations to carry out administrative tasks.  Thank you for helping make this process so much easier for my admin staff and probably for yourselves when waiting for change.
Contact Details

Please can I ask all new parents to ensure they have completed and sent into school the forms that were distributed at Induction Evening.  These were Contact Form, Educational Visit Form, Home School Agreement, Medical Conditions Form, Photo Consent and Fair Processing Form.  If you think you have lost any of these forms please request a new one.

I know people often change their mobile numbers, work numbers etc.  As a way of making sure there is a way of contacting you in an emergency please make sure all of our records are up to date.  Please do not send in your change of details on pieces of paper etc.  Please request a new contact form to complete, this keeps our records easy to follow and not filled with lots of stapled bits of paper to an original form.  New contact forms are available from the office.  Thank you.
Family Assemblies

In the past we have always held a Class Assembly each Friday.  We are going to try something different this term and Class Assemblies will take place in the Spring term.

Year 3 will be slightly different.  They will hold a Harvest Assembly for all of their parents on Friday, 
9 October at 9.05 am.  All other classes will have their Family Assembly after Christmas.

Instead, we will hold an Open Morning for Years 4,5 & 6 parents on Tuesday, 10 November.  Parents will be welcome to come and drop into Maths and English lessons with their child.  There will be refreshments in the hall and the opportunity to browse through a market place with School Meals Service, Community Police etc.  More details to follow.
Dates

Overleaf are some of the dates I have for this term.  Please keep this list in a safe place for your reference.  

Please note Monday, 4 January – Staff Training Day

If anyone has any queries, concerns or issues please do not hesitate to give me a ring or pop in to see me.

Yours sincerely

H J Gladstone

Headteacher

Dates
September

Tuesday 15
am


Drumming Assembly/Workshop led by a drummer from






Status Quo.  As a welcome back treat, school is funding







this event.

Thursday 17



4 Beech commence Swimming
Friday 25          9-10.30 am
World’s Biggest Coffee Morning for Macmillan Cancer in the dining room – donations for raffle prizes – cakes, biscuits will be welcome

Friday 25
Year 3 Parent Consultation Day – details to follow
Tuesday 29
Y6 Parent Evening at Joseph Swan – see prospectus

October
Tues 13 & Wed 14
IEP Reviews – details to follow

Monday 19
Year 3 visit to Discovery Museum

Tues 20 & Wed 21
Parent Evenings – details to follow

Friday 23
Break up for Half Term

November
Monday 2
School re-opens after Half Term
Wednesday 4
Music Workshop for children

Week Commencing 9
Book Fair

Tuesday 10
Open Morning for Years 4,5 & 6

Wednesday 11
Remembrance Service at Low Fell War Memorial – Y6

Friday 20
Author visit in school – Sally Nicholls – details to follow

Friday 27
French Music Workshop – Y4 – details to follow

December
Thursday 3
Rewards Thro’ Sport – 40 children from across school rewarded for improvements in work, good attitude, good manners, commitment to PE.  These children visit Joseph Swan and join in trampolining, rock climbing etc.

Tuesday 8          9.30 am
Christmas Production for Year 3 Parents

Wednesday 9     9.30 am
Christmas Production for Year 4 Parents

Thursday 10       9.30 am
Christmas Production for Year 5 Parents

Friday 11           9.30 am
Christmas Production for Year 6 Parents

Monday 14         pm
Year 3 Party

Tuesday 15         pm
Year 4 Party

Wednesday 16    pm
Year 5 Party

Thursday 17        pm
Year 6 Party

Last Day of Term and Early Finish

Friday, 18 December is our last day of 2009 at school.  To send the children and yourselves away with a festive feel we will be having Carols under The Veranda at 1.45 pm.  This will last approximately 30 minutes.  After this, to toast you ‘Best Wishes’ there will be mulled wine and mince pies available in the school hall for parents.  You are then free to collect your child and start your Christmas holidays early.  

School Term Dates 2009/2010

	
	From
	To
	Half Term Hols

	Autumn Term
	Monday

7 September 

2009
	Friday 

18 December 

2009
	  26-30 Mon to Fri

October 

2009

	Spring Term
	Monday

4 January 

2010
	Thursday

1 April

2010
	  15-19 Mon to Fri

February

2010

	Summer Term
	Monday

19 April

2010
	Friday

23 July

2010
	1- 4 

Tues to Fri 

June

2010


All dates are inclusive.

In addition, to the above dates, schools will be closed to pupils on 

Monday 4 January Staff Training Day

Monday 3 May 2010 (May Day Bank Holiday) 

Two days within the above terms are to be used for in-service training activities.  These dates to be determined and agreed by individual school governing bodies.  

In addition, one occasional day within the Summer Term 2010 is to be utilised for the purpose of closure in the event of Government elections.  This day to be used near the end of the summer term.

