11 May 2007

Dear Parents

Guess The Colour of The Newsletter

School Council have requested the return of ‘The Guess The Colour of The Newsletter’.  If you would like to take part please see the tear-off slip.

National Healthy Schools Status

We have just found out that we have been given the above national award and are one of the first seventeen.

Enterprise Awareness Week

Week beginning 21st May is Industry/enterprise week.  As part of the Every Child Matters Agenda we need to prepare our children for their future economic well-being.  We are therefore hosting what I would call a careers week.  We will be having visits from the armed forces, nursing profession, police, occupational therapists, beauticians, hairdressers, travel agencies, construction industry, cobblers, hatters and how to apply for jobs successfully to name but a few.  Children will be involved in workshops, quizzes, tasks etc during the week.  I will forward a timetable when all is confirmed.  School are funding this project (£1, 250) but well worth it.  How exciting!!!!

Issues from Parent forum 8th May

Compliments

Children using field at lunch time utilising a fabulous resource

This is no easy task, as 230 children need to be escorted down 4 flights of steps.  Thank you to the lunch staff for ensuring the resource is used safely.

Concerns/Issues
Parking inconsiderately on Chowdene Bank

Lately a number of parents have been parking directly outside of school blocking the roadway, causing limited vision for other drivers, blocking pedestrian access and more importantly blocking vision for our pupils crossing the road.  Parents have asked me once again to plead with you not to park outside of school but to use the Gold Medal and Thomas Wilson car parks.  Thank you.

Uniform

Parents wondered if a move away from two colours towards one colour – jade was an option.  If this were to happen it would not be until September 2008.  What do you think?????

Just to remind you trainers are not permitted as part of day-to-day uniform.  If your child needs to wear trainers for whatever reason please notify me in writing.

Healthy Tuck Shop

School Council have requested that Healthy Tuck Shop returns.  I will arrange for this to take place next Wednesday, Thursday, Friday break.  Prices are as before.

School Meals

In my crusade to save School Meals I have been trialling bite-sized taste-busters.  I have been offering children whether packed lunch or school dinner the opportunity to taste items from the school meal menu eg potato salad, various jacket potato fillings, sandwiches, meatballs, apple crumble etc.  I am slowly making my way across school.  Children in 4D/R gave their bite-sized portions 10/10.  School Council are currently discussing school meal menus with their classes.

At present we have about 73 school dinners per day.  If this falls much lower I think we are in great danger of losing our kitchen and hot meal option.  So help me to Save Our Kitchen.

Walk To School Week

Week beginning 21 May is National Walk To School Week.  As last year staff will be posted at the following car parks to walk any child who wishes to school (Thomas Wilson, Gold Medal, Cromer Avenue Church).  Children who participate will be rewarded with certificate, stamps and stickers.  Perhaps this might help our parking problem.  Details to follow next week.

Family Holiday Discount Vouchers

Schools along with Gateshead Council and the Government are trying to dissuade parents from taking children on holiday in school time.  We have therefore been requested by the Education Welfare Department to give out family holiday discount vouchers to use at Hays Travel.

Organic Vegetables – Home Delivery

Your child should also bring home a leaflet from River Swale organic vegbox home delivery service.  School does not normally endorse profit-making companies who ask us to distribute leaflets, but as this comes under children eating healthily we have agreed to do so on this occasion.

If you have any concerns, queries or complaints please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

H J Gladstone

Headteacher 

Reply Slip

Guess The Colour of The Newsletter

I think the colour of the next newsletter will be _____________________________.

Name ______________________________________________  Class __________

