11 February 2011

Dear Parents

Reading

The new reading books have arrived in school this week and will very soon be ready for children to bring home.  When listening to your child read, look at the inside of the front and back covers to see prompts to help with comprehension skills.  You may also like to visit www.oxfordowl.co.uk a free and easy to use website that is packed with helpful advice and fun activities.  

Rewards

I have planned a rewards morning for the winning House on Friday, 4 March to Clasper Towers.  The house points are very close at the moment, so it will be next Friday before the winning team is announced.

Red Nose Day

From Monday we will be selling red noses at a cost of £1



Tempest Photography

Individual photographs will be taken on Monday, 21 March.  If you would like a family photo with a sibling from the Infants School, please come to the school hall from 8.15 am onwards so they can have their photo taken before school starts.  Siblings within school will be taken during the course of the morning.  

Up and Coming Visits/Events
Thursday 17 February

World War II Day for Year 6

Monday 28 February

3 Elm & 6 Cedar CLC - Packed Lunch required

Thursday 3 March

World Book Day (Dress Up)

Friday 4 March

Clasper Towers (for winning House)

Monday 7 March

3 Ash & 6 Birch CLC -  Packed Lunch required

Thursday 10 March

Year 5 visit to Sunderland Climbing Wall

Thursday 17 March

4 Beech & 5 Willow CLC -  Packed Lunch required
Friday 18 March

Red Nose Day

Tuesday 12 April

Year 5 Local History Day

Tuesday 12 April

Year 6 to Safety Works

Clubs

I am trying to organise clubs to commence after half term   The provisional timetable is as follows:

Monday
Rock Solid (run by Rev Mark Worthington)



Jewellery Making (run by Education World)

Tuesday
Pod Casting live (all year groups run by Mr Patterson)



Y3 Football (pupil places have been confirmed)

Wednesday
Cheerleading (run by Education World)


Drama (run by Mrs Brown)



Cookery Y5 (run by Mrs Robson)



Karate (7.50 am 7 weeks left after half term)

Thursday
Gymnastics (run by Mrs Gladstone)

Friday

Lunchtime Football for Y5/6 (pupil places have been confirmed)

Football Y4 (run by Mr Thompson)

As you can see there is quite a variety of activities.  To be fair to all children, we ask you to only choose one club.  Places of course need to be limited and will be allocated on a first come first served basis.  Letters for club places will be sent home next week.  Watch out for them! 
Parking In Our School Car Park

Please, please, please do not drop your child off or collect your child from our school car park.  I have noticed a few cars starting to drive into the car park at 8.45 am ish.  Please don’t.  

Text Messaging 
By now you should have received two test text messages from school.  If you have not and feel you are missing out, please contact school.  Unfortunately you cannot reply to the text message.  It is a one way information system.
Parent Forum

Parents discussed comments that had been forwarded into school.  School was complemented on notice given for e-Saftey workshops, the success of the chat room for children, the introduction of the text message system for parents, how it handled the difficulties during the snow.  The following issues were raised and discussed:

Year 2 Induction

I am going to re-introduce the Year 3/Y2 pen pal set up where Y3 children produce a booklet for Y2 and write to them frequently about Y2 hopes, dreams and fears about Junior School life.

Year 6 Leavers

A letter will be coming in due course with some of my ideas regarding the end of an era.

Healthy Tuck Shop

This takes place each play time.  Items for sale include apples, satsumas , raisins and cereal bars.  Children taken responsibility for small amounts of money is good for future economic well being.  Parents said only positive things about the tuck shop.  
Packed Lunches

There are tables at the back of the hall if children wish to eat their packed lunch at a table.  Many choose not too.

Music Lessons

If your child was not given a school instrument to begin music lessons following recent trials, then they could attend Saturday Music Academy held at Dryden Professional Development Centre on a Saturday morning (Tel: 4338500).  Lessons cost £7.50 per half hour (what a bargain our music tuition is).

Social Calendar

Mrs Schneider would love to set up an ongoing committee of volunteers who could help raise funds for school.  She is really, really keen and has lots of ideas.  She also wants to arrange a whole host of social evenings.  I have asked her to put together a calendar of events which I will then forward to you so you can attend if you so wish.  If you have any thoughts or comments regarding this, please forward them to Mrs Schneider.

I look forward to seeing you all at parents’ evenings next week.

Yours sincerely

H J Gladstone

Headteacher

